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Curios  and  Relics 

Clothing 


Assassination  Clothing 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 

7/  2.oo<7  ets.  t>*uy 


TORN  CLOTHES  OF 
LINCOLN  SOLD  FOR 
$6,500  AT  AUCTION 

  ffZ3 

Philadelphia,   Feb.  19.— (Asso-j 
ciated   Press) — Clothes   worn  by 
Abraham   Lincoln   when    he   was  j 
assassinated    in    Ford's  theater, 
Washington,     by     John  Wilkes 
I  Booth,  today  were  sold  at  public 
I  auction   here   for    $6,500.  They 
'consisted  of  an  old  black  suit,  the  , 
collar  stained  with  the  life  blood  ; 
of   the    martyred    president,    the  i 
trousers  wrinkled;   a  badly  torn  I 
overcoat  and  a  faded  silk  stock.  | 
Bidding    opened    at    $500.  The 
buyer  gave  his     name     as  Mr. 
Douglas. 

The  garments  were  originally  I 
presented  by  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Al- j 
phonso  Donn,  a  white  house  door  | 
keeper,  of  whom  the  president  | 
had  been  fond  and  had  been  his  j 
constant  companion  during  his 
years  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Donn  had  pleaded  for 
them  as  a  memento  of  his  great, 
friend.  A  letier  from  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln to  Donn  regarding  the  gift 
was  sold  with  the  clothes. 

Other  historic  relics  sold  at  (he 
auction  included  a  pin  cushion 
presented  to  George  Washington 
al  the  age  of  six  which  brought 
$75. 

Autographed  volumes  of  Wood- 
row    Wilson's    writings    brought  k 
prices  ranging  from  $27  to  $52. 


i  nation  Re 


Collecting:  Lincoln  Assassination  Rel» 
ics. 

Special  Dispatch  to  the  Ulobe-Demoorat. ' 

Baltimore.  Md.  ,  November  30. — A  company 
of  Wa9hingtonians  has  been  formed  to  collect 
relics  connected  ■with  the  assassination  oi 
President  Lincoln,  to  be  exhibited  as  a  side 
show  at  the  World's  Fair.  They  have  mada 
an  offer  of  $15,000  for  Mrs.  Surrat's  old 
house  in  Surratville,  Prince  George's  Coun- 
ty, Md.  The  house  and  the  farm  surround- 
ing it  are  now  owned  by  J.  "W.  Wheatley, 
who  only  paid  $2000  for  the  whole  property. 
The  house  is  one  of  those  large,  old-fashioned 
Maryland  residences,  with  wide  halls  and  a 
broad  porch  running  its  entire  length.  John 
Surrat  and  his  wiie  bought  the  house  soon 
after  their  wedding,  and  all  their  children 
were  born  in  It.  On  the  night  of  Wlllce3 
Booth's  flight,  after  the  assassination  ol 
President  Lincoln,  it  is  said  he  stopped  at  this 
house,  and  made  plans  for  his  escape.  For 
years  after  Mrs.  Surrat's  death  the  house 
was  unoccupied,  but  finally  Thomas  Hunter 
bought  it  and  turned  it  into  a  summer 
boarding  house.  Mr.  Wheatley,  the  present 
owner,  will  likely  accept  the  exhibi- 
tion company's  liberal  offer,  and  the  old 
house  will  be  carefully  removed  to  Chicago. 
The  company  has  also  made  an  offer  to  Mr. 
Mudd,  of  Charles  County,  for  the  piece  of  one 
of  Booth's  boots  which  Dr.  Mudd  cut  ofl  when 
he  set  the  fractured  leg. 


Ford's  Theater. 

Ford's  theater  In  Washington  was 
famous  as  the  scene  of  the  assassina- 
tion of  President  Lincoln  April  14, 
1865.  After  that  tragic  event  it  was 
closed  by  order  of  the  United  States 
government.  In  the  following  year 
the  building  was  purchased  by  congress 
for  $100,000,  and  converted  into  the 
army  medical  museum.  This  collection 
of  curiosities  was  removed  in  August, 
1887,  to  a  structure  specially  erected 
for  it,  and  the  Ford's  theater  building 
was  given  over  to  the  pension  and 
record  bureau  of  the  War  department. 
On  June  9,  1893,  the  building  partially 
collapsed,  causing  considerable  loss  of 
life.  r  *  '£ 


COAT  !"ORN  BY  LINCOLN  NIGHT  OF  ASSASSINATION  (Phil) 
A  DUPLICATE  now  shown  in  Ghlanna 


Somebody  Cheated   Unless  Lincoln 

Wore  Couple  of  Coats  When  Shot 


"Identical  Garment"  Sold  in  Philadelphia — Same 
Things  in  Chicago  Museum — Crooked 

Work  Suspected,  ^^q^ 


J'..i  the  Associated  Press 

CHICAGO.  February  20. — The  Chi- 
cago Historical  Society  for  years  lias 
exhibited  and  treasured  as  one  of  its 
cherished  possessions,  a  coat,  which 
affidavits  attest  is  the  garment  worn 
by  Abraham  Lincoln  when  he  was 
shot,  April  1  1.  1865. 

Philadelphia  dispatches  yesterday 
stated  that  an  auctioneer  there  hail 
sold  tor  $G.o00  the  coal  worn  by  Lin- 
coln when  lie  was  shot.  The  garment, 
according  to  the  auctioneer,  had  been 
presented  to  Alphonso  Donn,  a  White 
House  doorkeeper,  by  Airs.  Lincoln, 
and  a.  letter  from  her  tu  Do  tin  was 
included    in    the  sale. 


The  Chicago  Historical  Society's 
coat  was  presented  by  Frank  (3.  L<o- 
g.xn,  who  obtained  it  in  I8S9  from 
Thomas  F.  i'endel,  a  doorkeeper  at 
the  White  House  during  the  civil  war. 
who  'vouched  for  its  authenticity, 
Charles  Forbes,  another  veteran  at- 
tache of  the  Executive  Mansion,  also 
swore  to  the  genuineness  of  the  gar- 
ment. 

Mr.  .Logan,  who  has  spent  years 
in  collecting  Lincoln  relics,  declares 
he  has  ho  doubt  that  the  Chicago 
coat  is  the  original.  "It  is  strange 
that  this  other  coat  should  have  lain 
| around  for  sixty  years  without  any- 
one knowing  about  it."  he  sax's. 

The  claims  for  the  Philadelphia 
relics  probably  will  be  Investigated 
by  officers  of  the  Chicago  Historical 
Society. 


PRIZES  LINCOLN'S  OVERCOAT. 

Washington    Man    Owns  Clothing 
President  Had  on  When  Shot. 

WASHINGTON,  November  5.— The 
overcoat  that  Abraham  Lincoln  wore  the 
night  he  was  fatally  shot  in  Ford's  Thea- 
ter at  Washington  nearly  fifty  years  ago, 
has  come  to  light  and  now  is  In  the  pos- 
session of  John  M.  Kirby  of  Washington. 
He  also  has  obtained  possession  of  a  suit 
of  clothes  that  was  worn  by  the  mar- 
tyred president. 

The  clothing  is  In  a  good  state  of  pres- 
ervation.   One  shoulder  of  the  overcoat, 
however,  had  been  torn,  evidently  by  a  I 
souvenir  hunter   some    years  ago.     The  ' 
clothing  shows  the  huge  size  of  Lincoln  I 
as  an  ordinary  sized  man  would  be  lost 
in  the  garments.      j  y  /  J 


SUIT  OF  CLOTHES  ^ORN  BY  L iNCOLN  NIGHT  OF  ASSASSINATION 


Suit  Lincoln  Wore  Night  I 
Of  Shifting  To  Be  Sold 

WU,  Be  Knocked  Down  To 

Bidder  I„  Philadelphia 
February  19. 

8JtMfd1Pnia'  Feb- 10  (Special). -The 

,at  an  auction  houae  February  19 

file  suit  consists  of  a  hln^L- 'j  j 
Cfc&  Prince  Albert,  ves  j^^S** 
und',  a  broadrWi,  trousers 
silk  stock  The  1  0rC°£at  and  black 
-  of  Mack  SS  nT"f  °f  thC  °Vercoat 
%ure  of  n n  a  aV1'y  qui,ted'  ^1*  a 
«S  of  th ?  Amencan  on  either 

I    rp,     the  ,ower  Portion.  • 

'^ncXlfS  PreSented  b? 


5c:  ?t; 


CLOTHES  LINCOLN 
WORE  WHEN  SLAIN 
SOLD  AT  AUCTION 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Feb.  19.— Clothes 
worn  by  Abraham  Lincoln  when  ho 
was  assasinated  in  Ford's  theater, 
"Washington,  by  John  Wilkes  Booth  to- 
day were  sold  at  public  auctiqn  here 
for  $6,500.  They  consisted  of  an  old 
black  suit,  the  collar  stained  with  the 
life  blood  of  the  martyred  President, 
the  trousers  wrinkled;  a  badly  torn 
overcoat,  and  a  faded  silk  stock.  \  ^2Lf 

t  The  back  and  arms  of  the  overcoat 
had  been  clipped  by  souvenir  hunters, 
but  the  dark  silk  lining,  with  the  fig- 
ures of  two  American  eagles  and  the 

1  motto  "  One  Country,  One  Destiny," 
was  intact.  t> 

The  garments  were  originally  pre- 
sented by  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Alphonso 
Donn,  a  White  House  doorkeeper,  of 
whom  the  President  had  been  fond.  A 
letter  from  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Donn  re- 
garding the  gift  was  sold  with  the 
clothes. 

The  highest  bidder  gave  his  name  as 
"  Mr.  Douglas." 

Other  relics  sold  included  a  pin 
cushion  presented  to  George  Washing 
ton  at  the  age  of  6,  which  brought  $75 
Autographed  volumes  of  Woodrow  Wil 
son's  writings  brought  from  $27  to  $52 


lothes  Worn  by  Lincoln 
un  SJwt  Bring  $6,500 

\  Clothes  worn  by  Abraham  Lin- 
;  coin  when  he  was  6hot  in  Ford's 
theater,  Washington,  by  John 
Wilkes  Booth,  today  were  sold  at 
public  auction  here  for  $6,500. 
They  consisted  of  an  old  black 
suit,  the  collar  stained  with  t*he 
life  blood  of  the"  martyred 
President,  the  trousers  wrinkled; 
a  badly  torn  overcoat  and  -a 
faded  silk  stock.  The  buyer 
gave  his  name  as  "Mr.  Douglas." 

The  back  and  arms  of  the 
overcoat  had  been  clipped  by 
souvenir  hunters,  but  the  dark 
silk  lining  with  the  figures  of 
two  American  eagles  and  the 
motto,  "One  Country,  One 
Destiny,"  was  intact.  The  gar- 
ments were  originally  presented 
by  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Alphonso 
Donn,  a  White  House  door- 
keeper.  A  letter  from  Mi  s.  Lin- 
coin  to  Donn  regarding  t.'.c  gift 
was  sold  with  the  clothe:.  . 


I  Clothes  Lincoln  Wore 
The  Night  He  Was  Shot 
To  Be  Auctioned  Off 

Garments,  Still  Stained  With 
Blood  of  Martyred  President, 
Are  in  Philadelphia. 

Special  Despatch  to  The  World 
PHILADELPHIA,  Feb.  10.— The 
suit  of  clothes  worn  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  the  night  he  was  assassi- 
nated at  Ford's  Theatre,  still  stained 
with  the  blood  of  the  martyred 
President,  will  be  knocked  down  to 
the  highest  bidder  in  the  auction 
rooms  of  Stan  V.  Henkels,  No.  1304 
Walnut  Street,  Feb.  19. 

The  suit  consists  of  a  black  broad- 
cloth Prince  Albert  coat,  vest  and 
trousers  and  a  broadcloth  overcoat 
and  black  silk  stock.  The  lining  of 
the  overcoat  is  of  black  silk,  heavily 
quilted,  with  a  figure  of  an  Ameri- 
can eagle  on  each  side  of  the  lower 
portion.  It  bears  the  woven  label 
of  "Brooks  Brothers,  Broadway,  cor- 
ner of  Grand,  New  York." 

The    clothes   were   presented  by 
Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Alphonse  Donn,  door; 
Vender  and  usher  at  the  White  House  I 
4  ring -Jatncolnls— Ad  rain  i  stration. 


Clothes  Lincoln  Died  In  Were 
Sold  For  $6,500  at  Auction 


Washington,  Feb.  19.  —  The 
clothes  worn  by  Abraham  Lin- 
coln wli'eri  he  was  assassinated 
in  Ford's  theater,  Washington., 
by  John  Wilkes  Booth,  were 
sold  at  public  miction  here  today 
for  $6,500. 

They  consisted  of  an  old 
black  suit — the  coat  collar  stain- 
ed with  the  life  blood  of  the 
martyred  president,  the  trousers' 
wrinkled — a  badly  torn  over- 
coat and  a  faded  silk  scarf. 


"Lincoln's  Suit"  Sold  at  Auction 


S.  V.  Henkel  of  Philadelphia  is  here  seen  holding  the  suit  which  he  sold  at 
auction  the  other  day  as  that  worn  by  President  Lincoln  when  he  was  shot  by 
Booth.  It  is  stained  with  blood  and  the  cuts  in  the  coat  were  said  to  have 
been  made  by  the  physicians  to  get  at  the  wound.  But  the  Chicago  Historical 
society  has  what  it  believes  to  be  the  suit  Lincoln  wore  that  fatal  night,  and 
has  affidavits  to  support  Its  claim. 


Stranger  Buys  U  at  Philadel- 
phia Auction  Rooms. — 
Would  Not  Divulge 
His  Name. 


A  faded  black  suit  and  overcoat, 
made  sonic  60  years  ago,  were  sold 
for  $6500  to  a  mysterious  stranger, 
Tuesday  afternoon  in  the  galleries 
of  Stan  V.  Henkcls  &  Son,  No.  13(14 
Walnut  street,  Philadelphia-  They 
were  the  garments  Abraham  Lin- 
coln wore  on  that  April  evening  at 
Ford's  Theatre. 

On  that  terrible  night  physicians 
slashed  the  broadcloth  in  the  back 
of  the  Prince  Albert  coal  in  a  vain 
endeavor  to  c  ure  a  fatal  wound.  But 
those  marks  have,  been  skillfully 
hidden. 

Who  bought  them?  A  man  calling 
himself  Douglas  appeared  on  Mon- 
day and  said  he  would  bid.  lie 
made  a  deposit,  named  the  top  lig- 
ure,  and  said,  when  questioned,  that 
he  wasn't  buying  the  clothes  for 
himself  and  didn't  care  to  say  any- 
thing more,  lie  did  not  attend  the 
sale.  Habitues  of  the  auction  ven- 
tured one  or  two  suggestions,  which 
hinted  that  an  institution  had  pur- 
chased the  last  clothes  Lincoln  ever 
put  on. 

In  addition  to  the  coat  there  are 
vest,  trousers  and  black  tie.  The 
overcoat  is  lined  with  black  silk, 
upon  which  is  an  insignia  of  eagles 
and  the  phrase,  ''One  country,  one 
destiny."  It  has  been  mutilated  by 
those  desiring  to  secure  relies. 
These  clothes  arc  called  the  most 
interesting  remnants  of  Lincoln's 
possessions.  Their  history  runs 
like  this: 

"They  were  presented  by  Mrs. 
Lincoln  to  Alphonse  Ponn,  some- 
times spelt  Dunn,  who  was  door- 
tender  and  usher  at  the  White 
House  during  the  Lincoln  Adminis- 
tration. He  accompanied  Lincoln 
on  all  his  trips  to  and  from  the 
White  House,  and  thereby  became 
very  intimate  with  the  President, 
who  formed  a  great  friendship  for 
him. 

"At  the  time  of  the  assassination, 
Alphonse  Donn  requested  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln to  give  him  the  clothes  Lincoln 
wore    on    that  evening.    This  she 
promised  to  do,  being  so  moved  by 
the  great  affection  held  Tor  him  by 
her    husband.    Two    weeks  after 
I  Lincoln's  death  Donn  was  summon- 
,  cd  to  'the  White    House    and  was 
i  given  the  clolhrs  nromised  him. 


I     "They  have  remained  in  the  pos- 
session of  Alphonse  Donn  and  his 
family .ever  since,  save  the  time 
I  w .hen  they  were  loaned  to  the  sculp 
tor,  .Miss  Vinnie  Ream,  who  wished 
to  use  them  in  modeling  her  Lin- 
coln  statue,  which   she   had  been 
commissioned  lo  execute.  Mrs,  Lin- 
coln's consent  Vas  secured.  The  late 
i  .  i  •  Larnuiu  offered  Donn  a  large 
sum  for  the  clothes  at  that  time,  bul 
Donn   refused.    They  were  placet 
on  exhibition  at  different  times,  and 
the  mutilation  was  done  by  vandals 
during  the  year  LS7(i."       '  j 
There  were  several  telegrams  and  1 
affidavits  that  went  with  the  cloth-  I 
es.    Some  of  these  are  from    Mrs  I 
Lincoln,  and  reveal  a  few  of  her  op-  \ 
imons     I  here  was  spirited  bidd- 
ing when  the  item  came  no. 


Clothes  Worn  by  Lincoln  When  He  Was  Shot 
Go  to  'Mr.  Douglas9  for  $6,500  at  Auction 


ANOTHER  LINCOLN  COAT 
IS  MOWN  IN  CHICAGO 


PHILADELPHIA,  Feb.  18.  — The 
clothes  worn  by  Abraham  Lincoln  when 
he  was  assassinated  in  Ford's  Theatre, 
Washington,  by  John  Wilkes  Booth,  to- 
day were  sold  at  public  auction  here  for 
$6,600.  They  consisted  of  an  old  black 
suit,  the  collar  stained  with  the  blood 
of  the  martyred  President,  the  wrinkled 
trousers,  a  badly  torn  overcoat  and  a 
faded  silk  stock. 

Bidding  opened  at  $500  and  rose  rapid- 
ly to  the  sale  price,  when  the  lot  was 
knocked  down  to  a  bidder  who  gave  his 
name  as  "Mr.  Douglas." 

The  back  and  arms  of  the  overcoat 
t  had  been  clipped  by  souvenir  hunters, 
but  the  dark  lining,  with  the  figures  of 
two   American   eagles   and   the  motto, 
"One  country,  one  destiny,"  was  intact. 


The  garments  were  originally  pre- 
sented by  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Alphonso 
Donn,  a  White  House  doorkeeper,  of 
whom  the  President  had  been  fond,  and 
who  had  been  his  constant  companion 
during  his  years  In  Washington.  Mr. 
Donn  had  pleaded  for  them  as  a  me- 
mento of  his  great  friend.  A  letter  from 
Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Donn  regarding  the  gift 
was  sold  with  the  clothes. 

Other  historic  relics  disposed  of  at  the 
auction  included  a  pincushion  presented 
to  George  Washington  at  the  age  of  6 
which  brought  $75. 

Autographed  volumes  of  Woodrow 
Wilson's  writings  brought  $27  to  $52. 


Historical   Society    There  and 
Philadelphia  A  actioneer  Disagree 
on  Authenticity  of  Garment. 


j  CHICAGO,  Feb.  20.— The  Chicago  His- 
i  torical  Society  for  years  has  exhibited 
'  and  treasured  a  coat  which,  according 
to  affidavits,  was  the  garment  worn  by 
I  Abraham  Lincoln  when  he  was  shot, 
April  14,  1865. 

Philadelphia  dispatches  yesterday 
stated  that  an  auctioneer  there  had  sold 
for  $6,500 ''the  coat  worn  by  Lincoln 
when  he  was  shot.  The  garment,  ac- 
cording to  the  auctioneer,  had  been  pre- 
sented to  Alphonso  Donn,  a  White 
House  doorkeeper,  by  Mrs.  Lincoln,  and 
a  letter  from  her  to  Donn  was  included 
in  the  sale. 

The  Chicago  Historical  Societv's  coat 
\a.s  Pre/ented  by  Frank  G.  Logan,  who 
obtained  it  in  1889  from  Thomas  F. 
£endel,  a  doorkeeper  '  at  the  White 
House  during  the  Civil  War.  Pendel 
vouched  for  its  authenticity.  Charles 
fv^m?;  an°the!-  veteran  attache  of  the 
Lxecutive  Mansion,  also  swore  to  the 
genuineness  of  the  garm  ent. 
,h„  ,  's„f 'range  that  this  oth«?r  coat 
wl?hm,f  o  laln  ,around  for  sixty  years 
without  any  one  knowing  about  it  "  Mr 

Pecffng  KolMS  SP6nt  hlS  Ufe  COi: 

probabhawl?l  h"\the  Eh«adelphia  relic* 
of  th^rMoilbeJrv.e^ieatecl  bv  officers 
01  tne  Chicago  ^Historical  Society. 

Special  to  The  New  York  Times 

PHILADELPHIA,      veD      "0  -  T  h  p 

thaflTtSh?Vhe  C'VCaffo  Historical"  SocJetv 
that  the  garments  sold  here  vesterdav  Vn 
the  auction  rooms  of  Stan  VHenLls 

coin  at  the  time  of  his  assassination 
were  denied  by  Mr.  HcnkeU  "day  'ori 
i-at  °}hAr  hand>  Mr-  Henkels,  who  is 
regarded  as  an  authority  on  historical 
relics,  declared  that  the  coat  now  In  the 
possession  of  the  Chicago  Society  was 

n?L\  L°Ze  wo™  by  Mr-  Lincoln  on  the 
nignt  lie  was  shot. 

"There  are  authentic  letters  and  tele- 
flnnPH  Vlat  E°  with  the  clothes  we  auc- 
flSfur  frKm,M-rsi,  LIn«>In  to  the  Donn 
family  which  indisputably  point  to  the 

^"iVr-lf"^?  ?f  the  garments,"  he  said. 

With  all  due  respect  to  the  Chicago 
Historical  Society,  the  coat  it  has  was 
"°l  the,  ,coat  worn  by  Mr.  Lincoln  on 
the  night  he  was  shot."  ^ 

The  suit,  silk  stock  and  overcoat  sold 
yesterday  were  presented  to  Alphonso 
Donn.  who  was  an  usher  and  door  ten- 
der at  the  White  House  during  Lin- 
coln s  administration.  The  clothes  have 
remained  in  the  possession  of  the  Donn 
family,  of  Washington,  evei  since 
*TYS  ^ays  after  President  Lincoln's 
death,  Donn  asked  Mrs.  Lincoln  for  the 
suit  last  worn  by  the  President.  Two 
weeks  later  he  received  the  clothes 


Both  Claim  Only  Real, 
Genuine  Article. 


when  he  was  shot  from  Thomas  F. 
Pendel,  a  doorkeeper  at  the  White 
House  during  the  civil  war.  Charles 
Forbes,  another  veteran  attache  of  the 
executive  mansion,  also  vouched  for 
the  authenticity  of  the  garment,  for  a 
silk  stock,  and  for  the  famous  shawl 
Lincoln  wore  about  his  shoulders. 

"  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but 
that  this  Chicago  coat  is  the  original 
coat — the  coat  worn  by  Lincoln  on  the 
night  of  his  assassination,"  Mr.  Logan 
said.  "  It  is  strange  that  this  other 
coat  should  have  lain  around  for  sixty 
years  without  anybody  knowing  about 
it.  I  have  spent  years  in  collecting 
Lincoln  trophies  and  in  studying  Lin- 
coln's life,  and  I  never  heard  of  it." 

The  claims  for  the  Philadelphia 
relics,  which  were  purchased  by  a 
"  Mr.  Douglas,"  probably  will  be  in- 
vestigated by  officers  of  the  Chicago 
Historical  society. 


(Picture  on  back  page.) 

Has  Chicago  the  coat  worn  by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  when  he  was  shot? 

Or  is  it  in  Philadelphia? 

Chicago  was  sure  this  historic  relic 
reposed  in  its  Historical  society's  cabi- 
net until  yesterday  a  Philadelphia  auc- 
tioneer came  along  and  threw  doubt  on 
the  belief.  At  a  late  hour  delvers  into 
the  life  of  the  great  emancipator  had 
reached  the  conclusion  that  the  correct 
answer  is:  "  As  many  coats  as  there 
have  been  doorkeepers  at  the  White 
House  since  the  civil  war." 

Brotherly  Lore!  Hub! 

Lincoln  students  in  Illinois  have 
steadfastly  based  their  belief  in  the  one 
coat  theory  on  the  fact  that  the  coat 
has  been  held,  exhibited,  and  treasured 
by  the  Chicago  Historical  society  as 
one  of  its  priceless  possessions.  More- 
over, the  society  holds  a  batch  of  affi- 
davits, presented  to  it  along  with  the 
coat  by  Frank  G.  Logan,  proving  that 
Chicago's  coat  is  the  genuine  garment 
worn  by  the  martyred  President  on  the 
evening  of  April  14,  1865,  when  he  was 
shot  by  John  Wilkes  Booth  while  in  a 
box  at  Ford's  theater  in  Washington. 

But  yesterday  came  dispatches  from 
Philadelphia,  the  City  of  Brotherly 
Love,  stating  that  an  auctioneer  had 
sacrificed  the  only  and  original  coat 
worn  by  President  Lincoln  when  he 
was  shot  at  the  paltry  figure  of  $6,500. 
And  with  the  coat  the  auctioneer  had 
thrown  in  a  pair  of  wrinkled  trousers, 
"  a  badly  torn  overcoat,  and  a  faded 
silk  stock,"  all  worn  by  Lincoln  on  that 
tragic  evening. 

Proofs  for  Both  Coats. 

The  garments,  according  to  the  auc- 
tioneer, had  been  presented  to  Al- 
phonso  Donn,  a  White  House  door- 
keeper, by  Mrs.  Lincoln,  and  a  letter 
from  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Donn  was  in- 
cluded in  the  bargain. 

But  it  so  happens  that  back  in  1889, 
when  Mr.  Logan  was  in  Washington 
making  a  collection  of  Lincoln  relics, 
he  obtained  the  coat  worn  by  Lincoln 


[Copyright:  United  Newapictnres.] 


COAT  SOLD  AS  ONE  LINCOLN  WORE  WHEN  SHOT. 

Garment  disposed  of  at  auction  in  Philadelphia  for  $6,500. 
Chicago  claims  to  possess  the  genuine  garment. 


vS^^V  THE   DAILY    NEWS,  WEDN 
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MISS  DOROTHY  LEDGERWOOD  WITH  GARMENT  IF  POSSESSION  OF  CHICAGO  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 
WHICH,  ACCORDING  TO  AFFIDAVIT  SHE  IS  POINTING  TO,  IS  THE  COAT  THE  MARTYRED  PRESI- 
DENT HAD  ON  THE  NIGHT  HE  WAS  SHOT.  AT  RIGHT  IS  AUCTIONEER  HENKELS  OF  PHILADEL- 
PHIA, PA.,  WITH  COAT  WHICH  HE  CLAIMS  IS  LINCOLN  DEATH  GARMENT. 

(Photograph  of  Miss  Ledjerwood  and  cpat  in  possession  of  Chteaso  Historical  society  by  a  staff  photographer  of  The  Daily  News;  other 


"PRANK  G.  LOGAN,  vice  president  of 
the  Art  Institute  of  Chicago  and  one 
of  its  most  active  directors,  is  unshaken 
in  his  faith  that  the  long  black  coat 
which  he  recently  presented  to  the  Chi- 
cago Historical  society,  after  it  had 
been  on  exhibit  there  for  many  years;, 
was  really  the  one  worn  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  when  he  was  shot  by  John 
Wilkes  Booth  in  Ford's  theater,  Wash- 
ington. An  Associated  Press  dispatch 
from  Philadelphia  tells  of  the  sale  at 
auction  there,  for  $6,500,  of  the  long 
black  coat  worn  on  the  fatal  night,  also 
a  collar,  stained  with  blood,  a  torn  over- 
coat, a  pair  of  trousers  and  a  faded  silk 
stock.    The  Philadelphia  dispatch  says 


by  United  Newsplctures.) 

the  articles  were  originally  given  to 
Alphonso  Donn,  a  white  house  door- 
keeper. 

Mr.  Logan  obtained  his  relics— also 
supposed  to  have  been  the  garments 
worn  by  Lincoln  when  assassinated — 
from  Charles  Forbes  and  Thomas  F. 
Pendel,  the  latter  also  a  doorkeeper  at 
the  white  house.  Mr.  Logan  has  an  affi- 
davit signed  by  Forbes,  who  was  with 
Lincoln  at  the  time  of  the  assassination, 
stating  that  he  gave  the  clothes  in  ques- 
tion to  Pendel,  admits  that  he  is  not 
positive  of  the  identity  of  the  coat,  but 
identifies  the  other  articles  of  apparel. 

However,  affidavits  from  Pendel  and 
other  old-time  residents  of  Washington 


are  in  Mr.  Logan's  possesion  identify- 
ing the  coat  positively  as  the  one  worn 
by  Lincoln  at  the  time  of  the  assassina- 
tion. The  coat  held  in  Chicago  is  ripped 
and  torn  as  with  a  knife  slash  over  the 
left  breast.  This,  Mr.  Logan  says,  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the 
Booth  pistol  shot  was  supposed  to  have 
been  fired  into  the  martyr  president's 
heart,  and  hasty  slashes  with  the  knife 
were  made  to  find  the  wound  before  it 
was  learned  that  Lincoln  had  in  reality 
been  shot  in  the  back  of  his  head. 

The  Philadelphia  coat  has  been  sadly 
damage^  by  souvenir  hunters,  but  it 
has  a  dark  silk  lining  intact  bearing  the 
figures  of  two  American  eagles  and  the 
motto,  "One  Country,  One  Destiny." 


7 
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Garments  Now  in  South 


Said 


to  Have 


Been  Worn  by  Lincoln  When  He  Was  Shot 


By  MURRAY  ROBINSON, 

Staff  Writer. 

A  young  ad  agency  man  out' of 
Greensboro,  N.  C,  has  some  old 
clothes  to  sell  before  he  is  recalled 
into  Navy  service  Jan.  28. 

The  old  clothes  are  not  his,  and 
the  price  is  rather  high.  Many 
years  ago,  their  owner  turned 
down  an  offer  of  $20,000,  but  it 
was  because  he  didn't  like  what 
the  bidder  planned  to  do  with 
them.  The  bidder's  name  was  P.  T. 
Barnum. 

The  man  offering  the  old 
clothes — Fred  Ide,  of  Benton  & 
Bowles,  444  Madison  Ave. — says 
they  were  worn  by  President  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  on  the  night  of  April 
14,  1865,  when  he  was  shot  fatally 
by  John  Wilkes  Booth  in  Ford's 
Theater,  Washington,  D.  C. 

A  frock  coat,  vest,  trousers, 
black  silk  stock  and  overcoat  make 
up  the  collection.  Part  of  the  over- 
coat, a  beautiful  broadcloth  gar- 
ment with  padded  lining  bearing 
the  legend,  "One  Country,  One 
Destiny."  has  been  snipped  away 
by  souvenir  hunters  more  fanati- 
cal than  reverent. 

Collection  in  Vault. 

There  are  ominous  dark  stains 
on  the  overcoat  collar,  described 
as  tragic  mementos  of  the  Presi- 
dent's death  from  a  head  bullet 
wound. 

Mr.  Ide  is  acting  in  the  pro- 
jected sale  as  agent  of  Mrs.  J. 
Marvin  Smith  of  Greensboro, 
N.  C,  %  family,  friend  and  owner 
of  the  collection,  which  is  resting 
in  a  vault  in  that  city. 

According  to  evidence  in  the 
possession  of  Mrs.  Smith,  the 
clothes  have  been  in  her  family 
since  shortly  after  President  Lin- 
coln's assassination. 
■  When  she  offered  the  collection 
for  sale  to  the  Illinois  State  His- 
torical Library  at  Springfield,  111., 
where  President  Lincoln  is  buried, 
she  received  this  reply  from  an 
official:  "I  do  not  see  how  the 
most  exacting  collector  or  institu- 
tion could  find  fault  with  the 
proof  you  offer  to  support  the 


authenticity  of  the  clothes  in  your 
possession." 

However,  the  Springfield  peo- 
ple pointed  out,  they  were  in  no 
position  to  buy  the  collection. 

Agree  on  Authenticity. 

"Mi's.  Smith  has  had  the  same 
experience  with  other  groups,"  Mr. 
Ide  said  today.  "Her  lawyer  said 
the  Smithsonian  Institution 
checked  with  Robert  Todd  Lin- 
coln, the  President's  son,  and  told 
him  it  would  accept  the  clothes  as 
authentic — if  thqy  were  presented 
to  it." 

The    Lincoln    National  Life 
Foundation  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind., 
also  agreed  in  1935  that  the  col 
lection  is  authentic,  according  to 
Mrs.  Smith. 

"It  appears  to  me,"  wrote  R 
Gerald  McMurtry  of  the  founda- 
tion, "that  if  a  relic  of  Lincoln 
was  ever  considered  authentic, 
this  suit  of  clothes  should  be 
There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
whatever  but  you  have  a  genuine 
Lincoln  relic  of  the  very  greatest 
interest  and  of  great  value." 

How  did  Mrs.  Smith,  a  resident 
of  the  Deep  South,  come  into  pos- 
session of  the  Lincoln  collection? 

"The  clothes,"  Mrs.  Smith  says, 
"were  given  to  my  grandfather, 
Alphonse  Donn,  by  the  President's 
widow  shortly  after  the  assassina 
tion.  My  grandfather  was  one  of 
President  Lincoln's  guards  and 
was  very  close  to  him.  The  family 
lived  in  Washington  at  the  time. 


When  Alphonse  Donn  died,  the 
collection  passed  on  to  my  father 
Frank  W.  Donn,  and  then  to  me.' 
Letter  From  Widow. 

Supporting  the  claim  that  Al- 
phonse Donn  was  given  the  maca- 
bre collection  by  Mrs.  Lincoln  is 
a  letter  to  Mrs.  Smith's  grand 
father  written  by  the  President's 
widow.  It  seems  Mr.  Donn  had 
loaned  the  clothes  to  an  artist 
named  Wilson  and  now  a  sculp- 
tress named  Vinnie  Ream  wanted 
to  borrow  them  to  do  a  statue. 
Mrs.  Lincoln  wrote  to  Mr.  Donn: 
"Mrs.  Welles  writes  to  my  son 
Robert  in  regard  to  the  suit  of 
clothes  I  gave  you  and  which  have 
been  in  possession  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  artist. 

Threw  Coat  Over  Shoulder. 
"She  desires  them  for  a  Miss 
Vinnie  Ream  .  .  .  who  has  ob- 
tained from  Congress  permission 
to  execute  a  statue  of  my  husband, 
the  late  President  ...  For  your 
devoted  attentions  to  President 
Lincoln,  I  gave  "you  those  clothes, 
and  after  the  loan  you  HAVE 
made  of  them  .  .  .  you  need  not 
let  them  go  farther.  Retain  them 
always  in  memory  of  the  best  and 
noblest  man  that  ever  lived  .  .  . 
Use  your  own  discretion  about  the 
lending  of  the  clothes,  but  as  they 
are  a  gift  from  me  to  you,  you 
are  under  no  obligation  to  yield 
them  to  other  hands." 
Mrs.  Smith  says  President  Lin- 


Clothes  Kept  in  Bank  Vault  \ 
May  Be  Lincoln  Death  Suit  I 

GREENSBORO,  X.  C.  (AP) — A  suit  is  tucked  away  in 
a  bank  vault  here.  The  owners  believe  it  is  the  one  worn  by 
President  Lincoln  the  night  he  was  shot  to  death  by  Actor 
John  Wilkes  Booth  in  Ford's  Theater  at  Washington. 

The  owners,  the  J.  Marvin  Smith  family,  once  turned  down 
a  $20,000  offer  from  P.  T.  Barnum,  the  late  circus  man.  They 
didn't  approve  of  his  plans  to  commercialize  on  the  Civil  War 
President's  agony. 

How  did  the  suit  come  into  the  Smiths'  possession?  The 
President's  wife  gave  it  to  Alphonse  Donn,  Lincoln's  body- 
guard and  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Smith.  The  family  has 
letters  from  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Donn  calling  the  bodyguard  one 
of  the  President's  most  trusted  friends  and  referring  to  her 
gift  of  the  suit. 
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ARE  YOU  SATISFIED 

WITH  SALES 
IN  THE  FAR  EAST? 

If  not,  then  this  successful  American 
executive  can  help  you  set  your  share. 
Presently  employed    living  Far  East. 
29  years  administration,  export  selling, 
distributor  set-ups,   market  reporting, 
public    relations.     Setting    up  own 
business  covering  Far  East  for  maxi- 
mum 5  non-competitive  manufacture™ 
who  pay  comparatively  low  retainer, 
share  expenses.    Excellent  references. 
Contact  G.  H.  Schmidt,  c/o  American 
Trading  IPO  1103,  Seoul,  Korea.  Visit- 
ing States  June-July. 

ASSASSINATION 
CLOTHING 

For  sale.  "Donn  Collection  of 
Lincolniana,    "consisting  of 
clothing   worn   by  Abraham 
Lincoln    when  assassinated, 
with    supporting  documents. 
Buyers  only  —  contact:  Wil- 
liam T.  Rightsell,  Jr.  Attorney 
at  Law,  Box  127  Greensboro, 
N.  C.  27402 
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TO  BUSINESS  EXECUTIVES 

When 
you  need 

a  fine 
portrait 

Choose  The  New  York  Times 
Studios  for  distinctive  pho- 
tographs, excellent  for  per- 
sonal or  business  purposes. 
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PORTRAIT  STUDIOS 

229  W.  43rd  Street 
New  York,  N.Y.  10036 
Call  556-1243 
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Owner  Asks  $50,000 


Ford's  Museum  Seeks  Lincoln  Attire 


By  Bernadette  Carey 

Washington  Post  Staff  Writer 

The  Interior  Department 
is  desperately  trying  to  ac- 
quire what  may  be  the. 
world's  most  valuable 
Brooks  Brothers  coat  and 
suit. 

The  clothing,  bearing  a 
$50,000  price  tag,  is  the 
coat  and  suit  worn  by  Presi- 
dent Abraham  Lincoln  to 
Ford's  Theater  on  April 
14,  1865,  the  night  of  his 
assassination. 

The  Lincoln  effects  are 
the  property  of  Mrs.  Marion 
J.  Smith  of  North  Carolina. 
Mrs.  Smith  is  the  grand- 
daughter of  Alfonso  Donn, 
a  doorkeeper  at  the  execu- 
tive mansion  during  Lin- 
coln's Administration  to 
whom  the  President's 
widow,  Mary  Todd  Lincoln, 
gave  the  garments  after  his 
death. 

According  to  Douglass  H. 
Hubbard,  assistant  deputy 
director  of  interpretation 
and  resources  management 
at  the  Interior  Department, 
Mrs.  Smith  offered  to  sell 
to  the  Government  the 
clothes  for  display  in  the 
new  Lincoln  Museum  under 
Washington's  restored  Ford 
Theater. 


The  Museum  is  scheduled 
to  open  on  Jan.  21  and  In- 
See  LINCOLN,  A5,  Col.  1 


if-/,  ■ 

Copyright  1965,  by  Dorothy  Meserve  Kunhardt  and  Philip  B.  Kunhardt  Jr. 

President  Lincoln's  Brooks  Brothers  frockcoat  and  suit  trousers. 
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New  Ford's  MuseiiM 
Seeks  Lincoln  Attire 


terior  Department  officials 
hoped  to  have- them  for  dis-  . 
play  then  in  the 'center  of 
the  Museum's  rotunda. 

The  :p  r  o  b  1  e  m,  Hubbard 
said,  is  the  Department's  in^'" 
ability  to'  get  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  purchase,  or  to 
find  a  patron  willing  to  buy 
the  garments  and  donate 
them  to  the  Museum. 

He  added  that  Mrs.  Smith,  . 
who  has  dealt  with  the  De-  . 
partment  through  a  North  . 
Carolina  law  firm,  was  so 
far  unwilling  to  lend  the 
clothing   for   the  opening.* 
Mrs.  Smith  has  been  un- 
available for  comment. 

Hubbard  produced  affi- 
davits and  copies  of  letters 
dating  back  to  Mrs.  Lincoln 
herself,  and  including  those 
of  Museum  and  Department 
examiners,  Which  he  said 
have  satisfied  the  Depart- 
ment as  to  the  authenticity 
of  the  apparel. 

"We  feel  these  are  the 
most  important  and  mean- 
ingful Lincoln  effects  we 
could  have  in  the  Ford  Thea- 
ter Museum,"  he  said. 

The  suit— jacket,  vest  and 
trousers — is  already  in  a 
state'of  some  disrepair  and 
decay,  ; 

The  overcoat  is  mutilated 
with  dozens  of  scissor  snips 
but  'still  intact  is  its  lining, 


a-  quilted  silken  field,  hand- 
embroidered,  with  executive 
eagles  clutching  pennants 
inscribed  with  "one  coun- 
try, one  destiny." 
-  The  coat  which  was  made 
for  .  Lincoln's  second  Inaug- 
ural  by  Brooks  Brothers,  was 
lined  ,  by  a  Montciair,  N.J., 
seamstress,  who  testified  to 
its  authenticity  in  1918. 

A.  spokesman  for  Brooks 
Brothers  said  that  Lincoln 
has  been  one  of  the  store's 
clients  along  with  Gens. 
Sherman,  Sheridan  and 
Grant  in  that  period. 
■  The  Brooks  Brothers 
spokesman  also,  said  that 
the  store  had  been  ap- 
proached by  officials  of  the 
Interior  Department  who 
asked  them  to  purchase  and 
donate  the  clothing  .  to  the 
museum. 

"We  felt  that  $50,000  was 
too  high  a  price  even  for  a 
President  Lincoln  -owned 
Brooks  Brothers  coat  and 
suit,"  the  spokesman  said. 

Hubbard  said  that  the  De- 
partment would  continue  its 
efforts  to  obtain  the  historic 
apparel. 

"Our  fear  is  that  some 
private  collector  will  buy 
them  unless  we  are  able  to 
negotiate  .  with  Mrs.  Smith 
and  settle  with  her  soon," 
he  said.  -  ., 


CHICAGO  SUN  TIMES 
CHICAGO,  ILL 

(m)  534,000  [S)  721,000 


JAN 


[  CLIPPED  BY  ■ 

[•BACONS  J 


A  PRICE  ON  POSTERITY 


By  Bernadette  Carey 

Special  from  the  Washington  Post 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Interior  Department 
is  desperately  trying  to  acquire  what  may 
be  the  world's  mosl  valuable  Brooks  Broth- 
ers coat  and  suit. 

The  clothing,  with  a  $50,000  pries  tug,  i.^ 
the  coat  and  suit  worn  by  President  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  to  Ford's  Theater  on  April  14, 
1865,  the  night  he  was  assassinated. 

The  Lincoln  effects  are  the  property  of 
Mrs.  Marion  J.  Smith  of  North  Carolina. 
Mrs.  Smith  is  the  granddaughter  of  Alfonso 
Donn,  a  doorkeeper  at  the  Executive  Man- 
sion during  Lincoln's  administration.  The 
President's  widow,  Anne  Todd  Lincoln,  gave 
Donn  the  garments  after  Lincoln's  death. 

According  U)  Douglas  II.  Hubbard,  assistant 


deputy  director  of  interpretation  and  re- 
sources management  at  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment, Mrs.  Smith  offered  to  sell  the  govern- 
ment the  clothes  for  display  in  the  new 
Lincoln  Museum  under  Washington's  re- 
stored Ford  Theater. 

The  museum  is  scheduled  to  open  Jan.  21, 
and  Interior  Department  officials  hoped  to 
have  them  for  display  in  the  center  of  the 
museum's  rotunda. 

"We  felt  that  $50,000  was  too  high  a  price 
even  for  a  President  Lincoln-owned  Brooks 
Brothers  coat  and  suit,"  the  spokesman  said. 

Hubbard  said  the  department  will  continue 
its  efforts  to  obtain  the  Lincoln  artifacts. 

"Our  fear  is,"  he  related,  "that  some  pri- 
vate collector  will  buy  them  unless  we  are 
able  to  negotiate  with  Mrs.  Smith  and  settle 
with  her  soon.'y^/ 


Washington  Daily  News,  Thursday,  January  4,  1968 


SUIT  UfRXkX  Wukt%rtOKvi 
SOUGHT  FOR  THEATER  OPENING 

Unless  the  price  of  an  old  Brooks  Brothers  suit  is  re- 
duced, the  Ford's  Theater  museum  will  be  opening  Jan. 
21  without  the  suit  worn  by  President  Abraham  Lincoln 
the  night  of  his  assassination  at  the  theater  in  1865. 

Douglass  H.  Hubbard,  deputy  assistant  director  for 
interpretation  at  the  National  Park  Service,  said  today  he 
understands  the  $50,000  price  may  be  lowered  to  enable  the 
park  service  or  a  donor  to  buy  the  suit. 

Hubbard  said  the  suit,  the  frock  coat  of  which  was 
made  by  the  New  York  firm  for  Lincoln's  second  inaugu- 
ration, was  given  by  the  President's  widow  to  Alfonso 
Donn,  a  White  House  doorkeeper,  and  is  now  owned  by 
Donn's  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Marion  J.  Smith  of  North 
Carolina. 

Negotiating  with  Mrs.  Smith  through  a  North  Carolina 
law  firm,  Hubbard  said  no  proposal  yet  has  been  made  for 
loaning  the  coat,  vest  and  trousers  to  the  park  service  for 
the  opening  of  the  theater,  recently  restored  for  $2.7  mil- 
lion. 


Abe's  Brooks  Bros. 
Suit  Coming  Here 

The  present  owner  of  the 
Brooks  Brothers  suit  and  coast 
worn  by  /-braham  Lincoln  on 
the  night  he  was  assassinated 
has  offered  to  loan  them  for  the 
re-opening  of  Ford's  Theater 
Jan.  21,  her  lawyer  said  yester- 
day. 

Hp  said  Mrs.  Marion  J.  Smith 
of  Greensboro,  N.C.,  "is  stall  in- 
terested in  the  <.a]e  of  the  items 
But  we  believe  that  the  Museum 
is  urobablv  Iheir  rightful 
place  ..."  Mrs.  Smith's  grand- 
father was  given  the  coast  and 
suit  by  Mrs.  Lincoln. 
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The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 


Tar  Heel  Is  Asking  $50,000 
For  Lincoln  Death  Clothing 


GREENSBORO  <AP)  -  The! 
owner  of  the  overcoat  and  suit  I 
President  Abraham  Lincoln ' 
wore  to  Ford's  Theater  the' 
night  he  was  assassinated  would 
like  to  see  them  become  part1 
of  the  Lincoln  Museum  in  the 
theater,  but  is  asking  $50,000  for  j 
them  plus  documents  authentic 
eating  them. 

That  was  the  word  Wednes-I 
day  from  William  T.  Rightsellj 
Jr.,  a  Greensboro  lawyer  who! 


is  the  spokesman  for  the  own- .$f 0,000.  Rightsell  said  Wednes- 
er,  Mrs.  Marvin  Smith.  Mrs.  | Cay  that  the  amount  is  ne- 
Smith  is  the  granddaughter  of  jgotiable,  but  that  is  the  asking 
Alfonso  Dorm,  a  White  House  ■  price.  He  added  that  for  reasons 
coorkeeper  to  whom  the  clothes 'of  health  Mrs.  Smith  had  asked 
were  given  by  the  President's  that  she  not  be  contacted  per- 
widow,  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  tonally,  hut  negotiations  be  han- 
Rigbtsell  said  the  authenticating :  died  by  Rightsell  from  his 
documents  include  letters  from  Greensboro  office. 
Mrs.  Lincoln.  >   The  clothes  are  in  a  bank 

An  advertisement  was  insert-  \  vauit  jn  Greensboro 

spxmg  offering  the  collection  for  !resume  Uve  theatricaIs  Jan  n 

|  The  Washington  Post  has  re- 
j ported  that  the  Interior  Depart - 
*  ment  is  seeking  the  clothes  for 
[display  in  the  newly  restored 
I  theater,  but  so  far  has  been  un~  \ 
I  able  to  get  authorizat&m  to  boy 
jthe  garmertts  or  find  a  patron 
to  provide  the  money. 
!   The  paper  quoted  Douglas  H. 
i Hubbard,  an  Interior  Depart- 
j  ment  official,  as  saying,  ''Our 
r ;  fear  is  that  some  private  collec- 
|  tor  will  buy  them  unless  we  are 
t- 1  able  to  negotiate  with  Mrs. 
A;  Smith  and  settle  with  her  soon." 
rj   Rightsell  said  there  had  been 
d  some  response  from  private  par- 
ejties  to  The,  Times  advertise- 
f\ ment,  but  nothing  toward  a  def- 
i  mite  sale. 

J  Brooks  Brothers,  which  made 
itjthe  clothes  and  sold  them  to 
•f  Lincoln  for  his  second  inaugur- 
i-  al,  reportedly  has  declined  to 
J  repurchase  them  and  loan  them 
•to  the  museum. 
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Ford  House 
May  Borrow 
Abe's  Suit 


L. a. Times- Washington  Post  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  —  Washing- 
ton's Ford  Theater  Museum 
may  be  able  to  borrow  the 
coat  and  suit  worn  by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  on  the  night  of 
his  assassination  for  its  Jan. 
21  opening  after  all. 

William  Rightsell,  attorney 
for  the  owner  of  the  historic 
apparel,  said  in  a  telephone 
interview  that  he  and  his 
client,  Mrs.  Marion  J.  Smith, 
have  no  objection  to  the  loan 
of  the  garments. 

Rightsell  said  the  garments 
have  been  locked  in  a  safety 
deposit  box  and  that  they 
would  have  to  be  insured  from 
the  time  of  their  removal  until 
their  return.  He  said  the  De- 
partment of  Interior  was  now 
working  out  details  of  the  loan 
arrangement. 

He  described  his  client  as 
recently  retired  and  in  ill 
health. 

"She  is  still  interested  in  the 
sale  of  the  items,"  he  said. 
"But  we  believe  that  the  mu- 
seum is  probably  their  rightful 
place  and  we  are  willing  to  co- 
operate with  the  people  there. 
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Owner  of  Lincoln  Clothes 
Asking  $50,000  for  Outfit 

GREENSBORO,  N.C.  (AP)—    amount  is  negotiable,  but  that 


The  owner  of  the  overcoat  and 
suit  President  Abraham  Lincoln 
wore  to  Ford's  Theater  the  night 
he  was  assassinated  would  like 
to  see  them  become  part  of  the 
Lincoln  museum  in  the  theater, 
but  is  asking  $50,000  for  them 
plus  documents  authenticating 
them. 

That  was  the  word  from  Wil- 
liam T.  Rightsell  Jr.,  a  Greens- 
boro lawyer  who  is  the  spokes- 
man for  the  owner,  Mrs.  Mar- 
vin Smith. 

Mrs.  Smith  is  the  granddaugh- 
ter of  Alfonso  Donn,  a  White 
House  doorkeeper  to  whom  the 
clothes  were  given  by  the  Presi- 
dent's widow,  Mary  Todd  Lin- 
coln. Rightsell  said  the  authenti- 
cating documents  include  letters 
from  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

An  advertisement  was  inserted 
in  the  New  York  Times  last 
spring  offering  the  collection  for 
$50,000.  Rightsell  said  that  the 


is  the  asking  price. 

The  clothes  are  in  a  bank  vault 
in  Greensboro. 

Ford's  Theater  is  scheduled  to 
resume  live  theatricals  Jan.  21. 

The  Washington  Post  has  re- 
ported that  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment is  seeking  the  clothes  for 
display  in  the  newly  restored 
theater  in  Washington,  but  so 
far  has  been  unable  to  get  au- 
thorization to  buy  the  garments 
or  find  a  patron  to  provide  the 
money.  The  paper  quoted  Doug- 
las H.  Hubbard,  an  Interior  De- 
partment official,  as  saying, 
"Our  fear  is  that  some  private 
collector  will  buy  them  unless 
we  are  able  to  negotiate  with 
Mrs.  Smith  and  settle  with  her 
soon." 

Rightsell  said  there  had  been 
some  response  from  private  par- 
ties to  the  Times  advertisement, 
but  nothing  toward  a  definite 

sale.  ~ 
 ^> 
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Lincoln's  Clothes 

The  overcoat  and  suit  worn  by  President  Lincoln i 
on  the  night  he  was  assassinated  at  Ford's  Theater 
ought  to  be  placed  in  the  museum  at  the  refurb- 
ished building.  That  these  garments  still  exist  is 
due  to  the  prudence  and  care  of  the  descendants  of 
Alfonso  Donn,  a  doorkeeper  into  whose  hands  they 
were  placed  by  Mary  Todd  Lincoln.  Now,  one  of  his 
descendants  has  offered  to  make  them  available  to 
the  Government;  but  the  Department  of  Interior, 
which  is  in  charge  of  the  museum,  has  no  public 
funds  for  this  purpose. 

The  price  asked  by  the  present  owners  does  not 
seem  excessive.  No  doubt  they  could  have  been  dis- 
posed of  long  ago  if  the  family  had  not  had  a  sense 
of  responsibility.  But  it  will  be  pressing  good  for- 
tune too  far  if  they  are  left  permanently  in  private 
custody.  Sooner  or  later  they  will  fall  into  other 
hands. 

Some  historians  have  rightly  complained  of  an 
American  tendency  to  value  the  artifacts  of  history 
more  than  history  itself.  The  ideas  of  our  past  are 
more  important  than  the  objects  connected  with 
that  past.  If  the  ideas  were  to  perish  the  objects 
would  lose  their  relevance;  but  if  the  objects  all 
vanish  the  ideas  will  remain  with  all  their  power 
undiminished. 

Mere  objects,  nonetheless,  sometimes  are  the 
handles  to  interest  and  the  hooks  of  sentiment  to 
which  more  scholarly  enthusiasms  can  be  attached. 
This  surely  will  be  true  of  the  whole  Ford  Theater 
restoration  project.  The  things  that  were  familiar 
to  Lincoln  are  proper  objects  of  interest  to  millions 
who  revere  his  memory.  Surely  private  contribu- 
tors will  come  forward  to  provide  a  safe  place  for 
the  garments  he  wore  the  day  he  died. 
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These  trousers  and  frock  coat  were 
worn  by  President  Lincoln  when  he 


was  assassinated.  They  have  been 
offered  for  sale  for  $50,000. 


$50,000  for  an  Old  Suit! 
It  Was  Owned  by  Lincoln 


By  GERAID  KJLOSS 
Of  The  Journal  Staff 

For  sale:  One  pair  104  year  old 
black  broadcloth  trousers,  waist  size 
32,  slightly  moth  eaten;  one  black 
frock  coat,  handsomely  lined,  with 
dozens  of  scissor  snips  on  sleeve;  one 
quilted  vest,  ripped  open  by  pen- 
knife. 

Sale  price:  $50,000. 

That's  what  a  southern  widow, 
Mrs.  J.  Marvin  Smith,  formerly  of 
Greensboro,  N.  C,  and  now  living  in 
Georgia,  is  asking  for  the  suit  and 
coat  worn  by  President  Abraham  Lin- 
coln on  the  night  he  was  assassinated 
in  Ford's  theater  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  on  Apr.  14,  1865. 

Guarded  President 

The  clothing  was  given  to  Mrs. 
Smith's  grandfather,  Alphonso  Donn, 
by  Mrs.  Lincoln  after  the  president's 
death.  Donn  was  a  personal  guard  at 
the  White  House  and  a  close  friend  of 
the  Lincolns. 

The  interior  department  of  the  fed- 
eral government  would  love  to  have 
the  clothing  for  display  in  the  Lincoln 
museum  at  the  newly  restored  Ford's 
theater,  which  is  scheduled  to  reopen 


Sunday.  But  the  department  cannot 
get  authorization  to  buy  the  historic 
apparel,  nor  has  it  yet  found  a  private 
patron  to  sponsor  the  purchase. 

In  a  recent  telephone  interview, 
Mrs.  Smith  said  that  the  Lincoln 
clothes  would  remain  in  a  safety  de- 
posit vault  in  Greensboro  until  a  buy- 
er was  found.  She  denied  reports  that 
the  clothing  might  be  lent  to  the 
museum  for  the  reopening. 

"The  suit  and  coat  have  been  care- 
fully authenticated,  and  I've  kept 
those  papers  in  another  safe  deposit 
box,"  she  said.  "The  clothing  was 
made  by  Brooks  Brothers  for  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  second  inaugural,  and 
in  1918,  the  seamstress  who  sewed 
the  lining  for  the  frock  coat  testified 
that  this  was  the  coat.  There  also  are 
letters  from  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  my 
grandfather." 

Brooks  Brothers  was  approached 
by  interior  department  officials  who 
asked  the  clothing  firm  to  purchase 
the  Lincoln  suit  and  donate  it  to  the 
museum.  A  spokesman  for  the  firm 
said  he  thought  that  $50,000  "was  too 
high  a  price  even  for  a  President  Lin- 
coln owned  Brooks  Brothers  suit." 

Some  private  collectors  have  shown 


interest  in  buying  the  apparel,  Mrs. 
Smith  said,  "but  then  they  seem  to 
back  away."  A  Greensboro  law  firm 
is  representing  her  in  purchase  offers. 

The  great  showman,  Phineas  T. 
Barnum,  offered  her  grandfather 
$25,000  for  the  clothing  in  1876,  Mrs. 
Smith  said. 

"  But  grandfather  indignantly 
turned  him  down,"  she  said.  "He  dis- 
liked the  idea  of  putting  the  clothes 
on  display  to  bring  in  crowds  to  Bar- 
num's  circus.  And  $25,000  was  a  lot 
more  then  than  it  is  now." 

Still  Bloodstained 

Her  grandfather  used  to  keep  the 
clothing  at  his  home  and  show  it  to 
friends,  but  he  gave  it  up  after  a  time. 

"He  found  that  when  he  turned  his 
back  or  left  the  room,  his  visitors 
would  c  u  t  souvenir  snips  of  cloth 
from  the  sleeve,"  she  said.  "The  col- 
lar, however,  is  intact,  with  blood- 
stains from  the  fatal  bullet.  There  are 
some  moth  holes  in  the  front  of  the 
trousers,  but  those  may  have  been 
made  while  Lincoln  owned  them.  He 
was  not,  from  what  I  have  read,  the 
most  careful  man  in  his  clothing  hab- 
its." 
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For  Release  January  23,  19^3 

LINCOLN  CIOTRE3  FJRCHAS3D  VI TH  GIFT  FROM  AMERICA!?  TRUCKING  IJH3USTRY 
The  suit  President  Abraham  Lincoln  wore  the  night  he  was  assassinated 

vas  presented  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  today  for  eventual  display 

in  the  Lincoln  Museum  at  Ford's  Theatre. 

In  a  ceremony  at  the  Museum,  which  is  located  in  the  basement  of  Ford's 
Theatre,  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Stewart  L.  Udall  accepted  the  clothes. 

Purchase  of  the  valuable  relics  was  made  possible  by  a  $25,000  gift  on 
behalf  of  the  American  trucking  industry  from  Universal  Oil  Products,  Bo strum 
Division,  of  Des  Plaines,  111.,  and  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  jointly  with  the  American 
Trucking  Association  Foundation,  Inc.,  to  the  United  States  Capitol  Historical 
Society.    The  Society  purchased  the  clothing  from  its  present  owner, 
Mrs*  J.  Marvin  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  and  in  turn  presented  it  to  the 
National  Park  Service. 

The  gift  was  arranged  by  Congressman  Fred  Schwengel,  of  Iowa,  who  is 
president  of  the  Historical  Society,  through  Henry  Liebschutz,  executive 
secretary  of  the  ATA  Foundation,  Inc.    Congressman  Schvengel  presented  the 
clothing  to  Secretary  Udall. 

Mrs.  Smith  is  the  granddaughter  of  Alphonse  Donn,  one  of  President 
Lincoln's  doorkeepers,  who  was  given  the  suit  and  overcoat  by  Mrs.  Lincoln, 
shortly  after  the  assassination. 

Included  in  the  Donn  *  collection,  are  President  Lincoln's  overcoat,  frock 
coat,  vest,  trousers,  and  black  silk  stock  or  cravat.    In  the  quilted  lining 
of  the  overcoat  Is  embossed  the  figure  of  an  eagle  holding  two  festoons  in 
its  mouth  on  which  are  the  word.3  "One  Country,  One  Destiny". 

The  clothing  ensemble  will  be  cleaned  and  restored  before  it  is  placed 
on  public  exhibit  at  the  Museum  within  the  next  few  weeks. 

In  addition  to  the  clothing,  the  Donn  collection  included  a  portfolio  of 
letters  and  other  documents  attesting  to  the  authenticity  of  the  material. 

Mrs.  Smith  Inherited  the  clothing  end  documents  which  had  been  in  the 
family  since  they  were  given  to  Mr.  Bonn. 
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V  INN  IE  REAM  STATUE  SHOWS  LINCOLN  IN  CLOTHES  PRESENTED  TO  LINCOLN  MUSEUM 

The  famous  statue  of  President  Lincoln  in  the  Capitol  Rotunda  is  a 
full-length  statue  executed  by  the  sculpturess  Vinnie  Ream. 

When  only  17,  this  young  lady  had  already  received  some  attention  in 
Washington  for  her  artistic  ability.     She  wished  to  created  a  likeness  of 
President  Lincoln.    As  her  friend  and  advisor,  Representative  Rollins  of 
Missouri  asked  permission  of  the  President  to  have  Miss  Ream  make  sketches  ' 
in  the  White  House.    When  the  Congressman  mentioned  that  the  girl  was  poor, 
Lincoln  said,  "So  she's  young  and  poor,  is  she.    Well,  that's  nothing  agin' 
her.    You  may  tell  her  she  can  come." 

During  the  last  five  months  of  the  President's  life,  Miss  Ream  sketched 
in  half-hour  sessions  while  the  President  received  his  official  callers  and 
conducted  the  affairs  of  state.    From  these  sketches  she  later  prepared  the 
marble  form  for  the  statue  in  the  Capitol. 

When  Vinnie  Ream  was  commissioned  by  Congress  to  produce  a  statue  of 
President  Lincoln  for  display  in  the  United  States  Capitol,  she  requested 
permission  from  Mr.  Alphonse  Donn,  to  whom  the  President's  clothes  had  been 
presented  by  Mrs.  Lincoln  following  the  assassination,  to  use  the  clothing 
as  models  for  her  work.    Mr.  Donn  received  from-Mrs.  Lincoln  several   letters  . 
which  are  a  part  of  the  collection  coming  into  National  Park  Service 
possession.    The  clothes  were  lent  to  Miss  Ream  to  complete  her  famous  statue 
in  the  Capitol  Rotunda  and  thereafter  returned  to  Mr.  Donn.    They  have  been 
in  his  family  since  that  time. 

#  #  #  #  #. 


EXCERPTS  FROM  A  LETTER  ADDRESSED  TO  MR.  L.  HUBBARD  SHATTUCK,  DATED 
SEPTEMBER  20,   1933,   IN  WHICH  THE  RECENT  OWNER  OF  THE  LINCOLN  CLOTHES 
AUTHENTICATES  THE  RELICS  PRESENTED  TO  HER  GRANDFATHER,  ALPHONSE  DONN, 
WHO  WAS  ONE  OF  THE  PERSONAL  GUARDS  OF  PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 


...  "I  am  the  granddaughter  of  the  late  AJphonse  Donn  (sometimes 
spelled  Dunn),  who  was  one  of  the  personal  guards  of  President  Lincoln. 
About  ten  days  after  the  assassination,  Mrs.  Lincoln  presented  the  suit 
of  clothes  and  overcoat  worn  by  her  husband  on  that  fatal  night  to  my 
grandfather  because  of  his  devotion  and  faithful  service  to  the  Presi- 
dent.   This  suit  consists  of  a  frock  coat,  vest,  trousers  and  black 
silk  stock.    The  quilted  lining  of  the  overcoat  is  embossed  with  the 
figure  of  an  eagle  holding  two  festoons  in  its  mouth,  bearing  the  words 
'One  Country,  One  Destiny.'    This  overcoat  has  some  blood  stains  on  the 
collar,  but  the  back  and  side  have  been  rather  badly  mutilated  by  souvenir 
hunters.    Otherwise,  the  clothes  are  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.   .  . 

"My  grandfather,  Alphonse  Dcnn,  was  offered  $20,000.00  for  the 
clothes  by  P.  T.  Barnum,  of  circus  fame,  but  for  sentimental  reasons  he 
could  not  be  induced  to  part  with  them  as  they  were  given  to  him  by  Mrs. 
Lincoln  and  were  worn  by  Abraham  Lincoln  at  the  time  of  his  assassination. 

"The  suit,  was  loaned,  with  Mrs.  Lincoln's  consent,  to  a  Mr.  Wilson, 
an  artist.     Later,  Miss  Vinnie  Ream,  a  sculptress,  who  subsequently 
married  General  Hoxey,  applied  to  my  grandfather  for  the  use  of  the 
clothes  to  aid  her  in  modeling  a  statue  of  President  Lincoln,  as  she  had • 
been  commissioned  by  Congress  to  make  such  a  statue.    My  grandfather 
then  applied  to  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  learn  her  pleasure  with  regard  to  this 
proposed  loan  of  the  clothes,  and  he  received  certain  letters  from  her 
with  reference  to  same.    The  clothes  were  subsequently  loaned  to  Miss 
Ream.    Thereafter  the  clothes  were  returned  to  Alphonse  Donn,  and  have 
been  in  the  possession  of  our  family  ever  since.     It  should  at  this  time 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  precautions  taken  by  both  Mrs.  Lincoln  and 
my  granfather  regarding  these  clothes  were  greater  than  would  have  been 
taken  in  an  ordinary  suit  belonging  to  the  President. 

"At  the  time  of  my  grandfather's  death,  the  clothes  were  left  in  the 
possession  of  my  father,  Frank  W.  Donn,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  they 
became  the  possession  of  my  mother,  Mrs.  Katherine  Donn.    My  mother  died 
about  four  years  ago,  and  as  the  relics  are  now  in  my  possession  (nee 
Dorothy  K.  Donn),  being  the  only  daughter  of  Mrs.  Donn  and  the  grand- 
daughter of  the  late  Alphonse  Donn,  to  who  the  Lincoln  garments  were 
originally  given  by  Mrs.  Lincoln,   it  is  my  desire  to  have  them  placed  in 
an  institution  of  the  proper  type,  where  they  will  be  preserved  for  years 
to  come,  and  where  they  might  be  viewed  by  the  public  and  serve  a  cons- 
tructive purpose."  .   .  . 

"I  am  not  in  a  position  financially  to  donate  these  relics  +o  an 
historical  society  or  other  similar  institution,  but  would  be  interested 
in  having  the  purchase  underwritten  by  a  person  or  group  of  persons  for 
the  purpose  of  them  making  such  a  donation  in  their  name. 


"At  one  time  in  'Washington,  prior  to  the  auction,  an  attorney  there 
undertook  to  have  the  purchase  underwritten  for  my  mother  and  the  dona- 
tion of  the  relics  made  to  the  Smithsonian  Institute.     It  was  first  nec- 
essary for  him  to  satisfy  the  Smithsonian  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the 
articles  in  question,  and  in  that  connection  the  institute  communicated 
with  Mr.  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  who  was  then  alive. and  residing  in  George- 
town, Washington,  D.  C.    After  the  Institute  commun icated  wi th  Mr. 
Lincoln,  who  as  you  know  was  the  last  surviving  son  of  the  late  President 
Lincoln,  my  mother's  attorney  advised  her  that  he  had  heard  from  the 
Institute  and  that  they  would  accept  the  garments  as  being  genuine  and 
authentic. 

"For  your  futher  information,  !  am  attaching  hereto  copies  of  the 
•letters,  papers  and  affidavits  which  bear  directly  on  the  relics,  and 
establish  without  a  shadow  of  doubt  the  absolute  authenticity  of  the 
garments  worn  by  President  Lincoln  at  the  time  of  his  assassination.  The 
letter  from  Mrs.  Lincoln,  written  in  her  own  handwriting      dated  March 
18th,  1867,  anJ  addressed  to  my  grandfather,  to  whom  she  gave  the  gar- 
ments, is  sufficient  in  itself  to  prove  the  authenticity,  irrespective 
of  all  of  the  other  papers,  etc."  .  .  . 

"Very  truly  yours, 


"Mrs.  J.  Marvin  Smith 


COPY 


April  2d  -  67. 

Mr.  A.  Donn  - 

I  write  you  in  haste,  merely  to  say  -  that  you  can 
act  as  you  please  in  the  matter.    This  Miss  Ream,  is  an 
entire  stranger  to  me  and  mine  -  and  I  expect  very  inex- 
perienced in  her  work,  but  I  trust  very  sincerely,  she 
may  succeed. 

I  remain  your  friend 

(Signed)     MRS.  A.  LINCOLN. 


1371  -  i 


COPY 


PRIVATE 

Chicago,  March  18th. 

Mr.  Dunn  - 

Mrs.  Welles  writes  to  my  son  Robert  in  regard  to  the  suit 
of  clothes  I  gave  you  -  and  which  have  been  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Wilson  the  artist.     She  desires  them  for  a  Miss  Vinnie  Ream, 
an  unknown  person,  who  by  much  forwardness  &  unladylike  persistence, 
obtained  from  Congress  permission  to  execute  a  statue  of  my  husband, 
the  late  President.    From  her  inexperience,  I  judge  she  will  be  un- 
able to  do  this,  in  a  faithful  manner.    For  your  devoted  attentions 
to  President  Lincoln,  I  gave  you  those  clothes,  and,  after  the  loan 
you  have  made  of  them  -  without  you  see  proper,  you  need  not  let  them 
go  farther.     Retain  them  always,  in  memory  of  the  best  and  noblest 
man  that  ever  lived. 

You  will  understand  me,  when  I  say  that  it  is  now  time  for  you 
to  claim  them,  and  you  need  feel  under  no  obligations  to  allow  them 
to  pass  out  of  your  possession  at  this  time.    Let  me  hear  from  you 
on  this  subject  when  you  receive  this  letter  -  and  show  this  letter 
to  no  one  -  only  burn  it.    I  feel  as  I  gave  them  to  you  -  I  can 
dictate  a  little  about  them.    Write  on  receipt  of  this.    What  you 
say  will  not  be  mentioned  -  as  I  remain  your  friend. 

(Signed)    MRS.  LINCOLN, 


Use  your  own  discretion  about  lending  the  clothes  but  as  they 
are  a  gift  from  me  you  are  under  rio  obligations  to  yield  them  into 
other  hands.  All  this  you  will  understand.  I  do  not  wish  my  name 
mentioned  in  it.    Write  me  all  about  it. 

Burn  this  &  mention  contents  to  no  one. 


PRIVATE 


LINCOLN'S  SUIT 
BOUGHT  AS  GIFT 
TO  FORD  THEATER 

A  historic  acquisition  for 
the  museum  of  the  newly 
restored  Ford's  Theater— 
the  suit  worn  by  President 
Lincoln  the  night  of  his  as- 
sassination—has been  made 
possible  by  a  $25,000  gift. 

The  purchase  of  the 
Brooks  Brothers  suit,  which 
includes  a  frock  coat,  vest, 
trousers  and  black  silk  cra- 
vat, and  an  overcoat,  was 
made  possible  by  a  gift  of 
the  American  Trucking  As- 
sociation, arranged  through 
Rep.  Fred  Schwengel,  R- 
Iowa.  The  purchase  was 
made  from  the  owner  by  the 
U.S.  Capitol  Historical  So- 
ciety. 

The  owner,  Mrs.  J.  Marvin 
Smith,  of  North  Carolina, 
said  today  she  is  glad  that 
the  artifact  now  "rests 
where  it  truly  belongs."  She 
is  the  granddaughter  of  Al- 
phonse  Donn,  one  of  Lin- 
coln's bodyguards  to  whom 
Mrs.  Lincoln  gave  the  cloth- 
ing. She  at  one  time  had 
asked  $50,000  for  the  cloth- 
ing and  other  Lincoln  me- 
mentoes, which  were  in- 
cluded in  the  sale. 

The  clothing,  which  has 
suffered  damage  over  the 
years,  will  be  repaired  and 
restored  before  being  placed 
on  display  within  the  next 
several  weeks,  the  Interior 
Department  said  at  the 
presentation  ceremony. 


I  HE  EVENING  STAR 

Washington,  D  C. 
Tuesday,  January  23,  J9*S 


Ford's  Gets  Lincoln  Clothing 


By  Elsie  Carper 

Washington  Post  Staff  Writer 

The  clothing  that  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  wore  the  night 
he  was  assassinated  was 
brought  back  to  Ford's 
Theater  yesterday  for  dis- 
play in  the  Lincoln  Museum. 

The  black  wool  overcoat, 
frock  coat,  waistcoat,  trou- 
sers and  black  silk  cravat 
were  laid  out  on  a  table  for 
the  presentation  ceremony 
in  the  museum  directly 
under  the  newly  restored 
theater. 

Lincoln  had  gone  to 
Ford's  the  night  of  April  14, 
1865,  to  see  a  production  of 
"Our  American  Cousin." 

Funds  for  the  purchase  of 
the  clothes  were  provided 
by  Universal  Oil  Products, 
Bostrom  Division,  of  Illinois, 
and  by  the  American  Truck- 
ing Association  Foundation. 
The  gift  was  made  to  the 
United  States  Capitol  His- 
torical Society,  which  pur- 
chased the  garments  and 
then  turned  them  over  to 
the  Interior  Department  for 
the  Museum. 

The  purchase  price  was 
$25,000,  half  the  amount  orig- 
inally set  by  the  owner, 
Mrs.  J.  Marvin  Smith  of 
Marion,  N.C.  Mrs.  Smith  is 
the  granddaughter  of  Al- 
fonso Donn,  one  of  Lincoln's 
bodyguards,  who  was  given 
the  suit  and  overcoat  by 
Mrs.  Lincoln  about  ten  days 
after  the  assassination. 

With  the  purchase  came  a 
portfolio  of  letters  and  docu- 
ments attesting  to  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  clothing. 
Two  of  the  letters  were  writ- 
ten by  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

The  offer  to  donate  the 


money  grew  out  of  the 
American  Trucking  Associa- 
tion banquet  held  here  last 
week.  Rep.  Fred  Schwengel 
(R-Iowa),  president  of  the 
Capitol  Historical  Society, 
found  himself  seated  next  to 
Henry  Liebschutz,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Trucking 
Association. 

Their  conversation  turned 
to  a  story  that  had  appeared 
in  The  Washington  Post  on 
efforts  by  the  Interior  De- 
partment to  acquire  the 
clothing.  "I  told  Congress- 
man Schwengel  that  if  he 
could  purchase  the  clothing 
for  $25,000,  I  would  have  a 
check  in  his  hand  in  a  mat- 
ter of  hours,"  Liebschutz  re- 
counted. 

William  Rightsell,  attor- 
ney for  Mrs.  Smith,  said 
that  the  family  had  carried 
the  clothing  about  the  coun- 
try, keeping  it  in  safe  de- 
posit boxes.  P.  T.  Barnum 
offered  her  grandfather 
$20,000  for  the  garments  in 
1903  but  for  sentimental  rea- 


sons he  could  not  give  them 
up. 

"She  is  extremely  glad," 
Rightsell  said,  "that  they 
will  finally  rest  where  they 
belong." 

The  frock  coat,  trousers 
and  waistcoat  are  of  fine 
wolen  broadcloth.  The  over 
coat  carres  the  label, 
"Brooks  Brothers,  Broad- 
way, corner  Grant,  N.Y.," 
and  has  an  elaborately  quilt- 
ed lining.  The  cravat,  which 
is  pre-tied  and  buttons  about 
the  neck,  is  a  size  14V2. 


A 


S 
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Fort  Wayne  Journal-Gazette,  Wed.  Jan.  24,  1968 


Lincoln  Clothing  Back  In  Theatei 


By  WILLIAM  M.  BLAIR 
©  New  York  Times  News  Strvice 

WASHINGTON  —  The  suit  and 
overcoat  that  President  Lincoln 
wore  the  night  he  was  shot  came 
back  to  Ford's  Theater  Tuesday. 

What  may  be  the  most  expen- 
sive Brooks  Brothers  suit  in  his- 
tory and  other  garments  were 
purchased  for  $25,000  and  pre- 
sented to  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment at  a  ceremony  in  the 
theater's  museum. 

The  clothing  will  be  cleaned 
and  restored  before  it  is  placed 
on  public  display  at  the  theater 
where  Lincoln  was  shot  on  April 
14,  1865.  The  theater,  which  has 
been  restored  as  a  functioning 


theater  with  a  repertory  com- 
pany, was  dedicated  Sunday. 

The  clothing  included  a  tie 
that  Lincoln  scholars  said  prob- 
ably disclosed  the  size  of  Lin- 
coln's neck.  The  silk  cravat  with 
a  bow  in  front  is  size  14 V2. 

Purchase  of  the  relics  was 
made  possible  by  a  gift  from 
the  American  Trucking  Associa- 
tion Foundation  wnich  obtained 
the  money  from  the  Bostron  Di- 
vision of  the  Universal  Oil  Prod- 
ucts Co.  of  Des  Plain  es,  111., 
and  Milwaukee. 

Given   to  Bodyguard 

The  foundation  turned  the 
money  over  to  the  United  States 
Capitol  Historical  Society,  which 


arranged  for  purchase  within  the 
last  few  days  from  Mrs.  J.  Mar- 
vin Smith  of  Greensboro,  N.  C. 
Mrs.  Smith  is  the  granddaugh- 
ter of  Alphonse  Donn,  one  of 
Lincoln's  bodyguards.  Donn  re- 
ceived the  clothing  from  Mrs. 
Lincoln  soon  after  the  President 
was  assassinated. 

Included  with  the  clothing 
were  two  handwritten  letters 
from  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Donn  in 
which  she  said  that  she  had 
given  him  the  clothes  "for  your 
devoted  attention  to  President 
Lincoln." 

She  cautioned  him  to  "retain 
them  always,  in  memory  of  the 


best  and  noblest  man  that  ever 
lived." 

The  letters  concerned  Donn's 
loaning  the  clothes  to  Miss  Vin- 
nie  Ream,  a  sculptress,  who 
wanted  them  for  models  for  a 
statue  of  the  President. 

Mrs.  Lincoln  tartly  told  Donn 
in  a  letter  from  Chicago  on 
March  18,  1867,  that  Miss  Ream 
had  "by  much  forwardness  and 
unladylike  persistence,  obtained 
from  Congress  permission  to  exe- 
cute a  statute  of  my  husband, 
the  late  President." 

"From  her  inexperience," 
Mrs.  Lincoln  wrote,  "I  judge 
she  will  be  unable  to  do  this, 
in  a  faithful  manner." 


The  statue  of  Lincoln  stands 
today  in  the  Capitol  rotunda. 
Miss  Ream,  about  17  at  the 
time,  sketched  Lincoln  many 
times  in  the  last  five  months  of 
his  life  during  working  hours  at 
the  White  House. 

On  April  2,  1867,  Mrs.  Lincoln 
wrote  that  "This  Miss  Ream, 
is  an  entire  stranger  to  me  and 
mine  —  and  I  expect  very  in- 
experienced in  her  work,  but  I 
trust  very  sincerely,  she  may 
succeed." 

Overcoat  Cut 

Mrs.  Smith  has  said  that  a 
circus  entrepreneur  once  had  of- 
fered her  grandfather  $20,000  for 


the  clothing  "but  for  sentimen- 
tal reasons  he  could  not  be  in- 
duced to  part  with  them  .  .  ." 

All  of  the  clothing,  except  the 
black  very  fine  wool  broadcloth 
overcoat,  is  in  good  condition. 
Pieces  of  the  back  of  the  over- 
coat have  been  snipped  out, 
probably  for  souvenirs,  by  Donn 
or  by  others  before  he  received 
it. 

In  the  quilted  lining  of  the 
overcoat  is  embossed  the  figure 
of  an  eagle  holding  two  festoons 
in  its  beak  on  which  are  the 
words  "One  Country,  One  Des- 
tiny." 

The  vest  has  a  slit  in  the  side 
which,  Lincoln  experts  have 
speculated,  may  have  been 
made  by  surgeons  as  the  Presi- 
dent lay  on  his  death  bed  in 
the  boarding  house  to  which  he 
was   carried  from  the  theater. 


( 
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Clothes  That  Lincoln  Wore  the  Night  He  Was  Assassinate 
Are  Given  to  t  ord's  Theatpr 


By  WILLIAM  M.  BLAIR 

Special  to  The  New  York  Times 

WASHINGTON,  Jan.   23  — 

The  suit  and  overcoat  that 
President  Lincoln  wore  the 
night  he  was  shot  came  back 
to  Ford's  Theater  today. 

What  may  be  the  most  ex- 
pensive Brooks  Brothers  suit 
in  history,  and  other  garments, 
vvers  purchased  for  $25,000 
and  presented  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  a  ceremony  in  the 
theater's  museum. 

The  clothing  will  be  cleaned 
and  restored  before  it  is  placed 
on  public  display  at  the  theater 
where  Lincoln  was  shot  on 
April  14,  1865.  The  theater, 
which  has  been  restored  with 
a  repertory  company,  was  ded- 
icated Sunday. 

The  clothing  included  a  tie 
that  Lincoln  scholars  said  prob- 
ably disclosed  the  size  of  Lin- 
coln's neck.  The  silk  stock  or 
cravat  with  a  bow  in  front  is 
size  14 V2.  "Napoleon  tie"  was 
stamped  on  the  inside  lining. 
Arrange  for  Purchase 

Purchase  of  the  relics  was 
made  possible  by  a  gift  from 
the  American  Trucking  Asso- 
ciations Foundation,  which  ob- 
tained the  money  from  the 
Bostrow  Division  of  the  Uni- 
versal Oil  Products  Company 
of  Desplaines,  111.  and  Mil- 
waukee. 

The  foundation  turned  the 
money  over  to  the  United 
States  Capitol  Historical  So- 
ciety, which  arranged  for  pur 
chase  within  the  last  few  days 
from  Mrs.  J.  Marvin  Smith  of 
Greensboro,  N.C.  Mrs.  Smith  is 
a  granddaughter  of  Alphonse 
Donn,  one  of  Lincoln's  body 
guards.  Mr.  Donn  received  the 
clothing  from  Mrs.  Linclon  soon 
after  the  President  was  assas- 
sinated. 

How  much  Lincoln  paid  for 
the  suit  and  overcoat  was  not 
known  here.  Brooks  Brothers] 
in  New  York  also  said  they  had 
no  information  on  the  cost. 

Included  with  the  clothing 
were  two  handwritten  letters 


Associated  Press 


The  suit  and  overcoat  Abraham  Lincoln  wore  to  Ford's 
Theater  the  night  he  was  assassinated  being  accepted  by 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  Stewart  L.  Udall  yesterday.  After 
cleaning  and  restoration,  the  clothing  will  go  on  display  at 
the  theater.  From  left:  William  Rightsell,  a  representative 
of  the  woman  who  sold  the  clothing,  a  legacy  from  her 
grandfather,  a  Lincoln  bodyguard;  Henry  Liebschutz, 
who  arranged  the  purchase  for  $25,000,  and  Mr.  Udall. 


from  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Mr.  Donn 
in  which  she  said  that  she 
had  given  him  the  clothes  "for 
your  devoted  attention  to  Pres- 
ident Lincoln." 
She  cautioned  him  to  "re- 


tain them  always,  in  memory 
of  the  best  and  noblest  man 
that  ever  lived." 

The  letters  concerned  Mr. 
Donn's  lending  the  clothes  to 
Miss  Vinnie  Ream,  a  sculptor, 


who  wanted  them  for  models 
for  a  statue  of  the  President. 
"Mrs.  Lincoln  tartly  told  Mr. 
Donn  in  a  letter  from  Chicago 
on  March  18,  1867  (in  which 
she  spelled  his  name  "Dunn") 
that  Miss  Ream  had  "by  much 
forwardness  and  unladylike 
persistence,  obtained  from  Con- 
gress permission  to  execute  a 
statue  of  my  husband,  the  late 
President." 

"From  her  inexperience," 
Mrs.  Lincoln  wrote,  "I  judge 
she  will  be  unable  to  do  this, 
in  a  faithful  manner." 

The  statue  of  Lincoln  stands 
today  in  the  Capitol  rotunda. 
Miss  Ream,  about  17  at  the 
time,  sketched  Linclon  many 
times  in  the  last  five  months 
of  his  life  during  working1 
hours  at  the  White  House. 

On  April  2,  T867,*Mrs.  Lin-! 
coin  wrote  that  "this  Miss 
Ream,  is  an  entire  stranger  to 
me  and  mine— and  I  expect 
very  inexperienced  ,  in  her 
work,  but  I  trust ;  very  sin- 
cerely, she  may  succeed." 

Mrs.  Smith  has  said  that  the 
circus  entrepreneur  P.  T.  Bar- 
num  had  once  offered  her 
grandfather  $20,000  for  the 
clothing  "but  for  sentimental 
reasons  he  could  not  be  in- 
duced to  part  with  them." 

Officials  ot  the  National 
Park  Service  said  Mrs.  Smith 
had  told  them  she  was  not  in 
a  financial  position  to  donate 
the  clothing  but  that  she  was 
willing  to  sell  it.  The  price 
first  mentioned  was  $50,000 
but  the  Park  Service  officials 
said  "this  was  just  a  starting 
point."  - 

All  the  clothing,  except  the 
black  wool  broadcloth  over- 
coat, is  in  good  condition. 
Pieces  of  the  back  of  the  over- 
coat have  been  snipped  out, 
probably  for  souvenirs,  by  Mr: 
Donn  or  by  others  before  he 
received  it. 

In  the  quilted  lining  of  the 
overcoat  is  embossed  the  fig-! 
ure  of  an  eagle  holding  two 
festoons  in  its  beak  on  which! 
are  the  words  "One  Country,  | 
One  Destiny." 

The  vest  has  a  slit  in  the 
side  Lincoln  experts  specu- 
lated may  have  been  made  by 
surgeons  as  the  President  lay 
on  his  deathbed  in  a  boardins 
house  to  which  he  was  carried 
across  10th  Street. 

The  frock  suit  coat  appeared 
intact.  The  baggy  black  pants 
with  metal  buttons  had  a  few 
holes. 

Secretary  of  the  Interior 
Stewart  L.  Udall,  who  presided 
at  the  ceremony  and  accepted 
the  gift  on  behalf  of  the  Gov- 


eminent,  heltf  the  pants  in 
front  of  him  to  show  Lincoln's 
size.  The  pants  came  up  to 
mid-breast  on  Mr.  Udall,  who  is 
six  feet  tall.  Lincoln  was  6  feet 
4  inches  tall. 

The  clothing  was  believed  to 
have  been  made  for  Lincoln's 
second  inauguration  in  March, 
1865.  Representative  Fred 
Schwengel,  Republican  of  Iowa 
who  is  president  of  the  United 
States  Capitol  Historical  So- 
ciety, presented  the  garments. 

Henry  Liebschutz;  executive 
secretary  of  the  American 
Trucking  Associations  Founda- 
tion, said  he  had  heard  of  ef- 
forts to  obtain  the  clothing  at 
a  dinner  only  last  Wednesday 
night  from  Mr.  Schwengel.  He 
said  he  made  arrangements  for 
the  $25,000  the  next  day. 

Douglass  H.  Hubbard,  dep-! 
uty  assistant  director  for  in 
terpretation  of  the  Nationa 
Park  Service,  and  Lloyd  Dun- 
lap  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
flew  to  Greensboro  yesterday 
and  got  the  clothing  from  a 
lock  box  in  the  office  of  Mrs. 
Smith's  lawyers,  York,  Boyd 
&  Flynn. 

The  theater  was  restored  by 


the  National  Park  Service,  an 
agency  of  the  Department  of 
the  Interior.  The  restoration 
cost  $2.4-million.  Congress  pro- 
vided the  money  for  the  two- 
year  restoration  work. 

The  park  service,  which  will 
continue  to  administer  the 
building  and  the  museum  in 
the  basement,  has  arranged 
with  the  new  Ford's  Theater 
Society,  a  private,  nonprofit  or- 
ganization, to  present  plays  on 
the  42-foot  stage.  The  society 
has  contracted  with  the  Na- 
tional Repertory  Theater  to 
stage  the  plays  through  private 
and  public  financing. 

The  Lincoln  National  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  gave  the  society 
i  a  grant  of  $250,000  to  help 
organize  and  finance  the  com- 
pany. The  society  is  appealing 
to  corporations,  labor  unions 
and  other  private  and  public 
groups  and  individuals  for  con- 
tributions to  pay  for  the  pro- 
ductions and  actors. 

The  first  live  theatrical  event 
in  the  theater  since  Lincoln 
was  killed  will  be  held  next 
Tuesday  night.  This  will  be  a 
olack-tie    affair    for  Cabinet 


members  and  invited  guests 
Mrs.  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  is  hon- 
orary chairman  of  the  event 

The  evening  will  include 
widely  known  performing  art- 
ists in  a  special  program  of 
dance,  opera,  folk  music 
comedy  and  dramatic  verse 
honoring  Lincoln's  enthusiasm 
for  the  performing  arts 

The  first  play  to  be  'staged 
m  the  theater  since  Lincoln 
was  shot  will  be  Stephen  Vin- 
cent Benefs  "John  Brown's 
Body."  This  will  occur  on  Lin- 
coln's birthday,  Feb.  12.  The 
repertory  company  will  have 
a  14-week  season. 

Other  plays  will  be  Shake- 
speare's "The  Comedy  of  Er- 
rors" on  Feb.  26  and  Oliver 
Goldsmith's  "She  Stoops  to 
Conquer,"  scheduled  to  onen 
on  March  26.  ^ 


Monroe  Judge  Named 
ALBANY,  Jan.  23  (AP)— Gov- 
ernor Rockefeller  announced 
today  the  appointment  of  John 
A.  Mastrella  of  Rochester  to  fill 
a  vacancy  on  the  Monroe 
County  Court  created  by  the 
death  of  Judge  Harry  L. 
Rosenthal. 


2  of  the  Letters  Written  by  Mrs.  Lincoln 


Specl»l  to  The  New  York  Tlmei 

WASHINGTON,  Jan.  23— Fol- 
lowing are  two  handwritten 
letters  from  Mrs.  Abraham  Lin- 
coln in  1867  to  Alphonse  Dorm, 
White  House  guard,  to  whom 
she  gave  the  clothes  that  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  wore  on  the  night 
he  was  assassinated.  The  let- 
ters were  with  the  clothes, 
which  the  Government  ac- 
quired for  $25,000. 

Chicago,  March  18th. 
Mr.  Dunn — 

Mrs.  Welles  writes  to  my 
son  Robert  in  regard  to  the 
suit  of  clothes  I  gave  you — 
and  which  have  been  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Wilson  the 
artist.  She  desires  them  for  a 
Miss  Vinne  Ream,  an  un- 
known person,  who  by  much 
forwardness  &  unladylike 
persistence,  obtained  from 
Congress  permission  to  exe- 
cute a  statue  of  my  husband, 
the  late  President.  From  her 
inexperience,  I  judge  she  will 
be  unable  to  do  this,  in  a 
faithful  manner.  For  your  de- 
voted attentions  to  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  I  gave  you 
those  clothes,  and,  after  the 
loan  you  have  made  of  them 
—  without  you  see  proper, 
you  need  not  let  them  go 
farther.  Retain  them  always, 
in  memory  of  the  best  and 
noblest  man  that  ever  lived. 

You  will  understand  me, 
when  I  say  that  it  is  now 
time  for  you  to  claim  them, 
and  you  need  feel  under  no 


obligations  to  allow  them  to 
pass  out  of  your  possession 
at  this  time.  Let  me  hear  from 
you  on  this  subject  when  you 
receive  this  letter — and  show 
this  letter  to  no  one — only 
burn  it.  I  feel  I  gave  them 
to  you  I  can  dictate  a  little 
about  them.  Write  on  receipt 
of  this.  What  you  say  will 
not  be  mentioned — as  I  re- 
main your  friend. 

Mrs.  Lincoln. 

Use  your  own  discretion 
about  lending  the  clothes  but 
as  they  are  a  gift  from  me 
you  are  under  no  obligations 
to  yield  them  into  other 
hands.  All  this  you  will 
understand.  I  do  not  wish  my 
name  mentioned  in  it.  Write 
me  all  about  it. 

Burn  this  &  mention  con- 
tents to  no  one. 


April  2d— 67. 

Mr.  A.  Donn — 

I  write  you  in  haste,  merely 


Slue  Spruce  Inn, 

for  the  discriminating  diner 
Northern  Blvd.,  Roslyn,  L.I. 


to  say — that  you  can  act  as 
you  please  in  the  matter.  This 
Miss  Ream,  is  an  entire  stran- 
ger to  me  and  mine — and  I 
expect  very  inexperienced  in 
her  work,  but  I  trust  very 
sincerely,  she  may  succeed. 
I  remain  your  friend 

Mrs.  A..  Lincoln. 


Lincoln's  Death  Clothing 
Is  Back  at  Ford's  Theater 


By  WILLIAM  M.  BLAIR 

©  New  York  Times  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  —  The  suit  and  over- 
coat that  President  Lincoln  wore  the 
night  he  was  assassinated  came  back 
to  Ford's  Theater  yesterday. 

What  may  be  the  most  expensive 
Brooks  Brothers  suit  in  history  and  other 
garments  were  purchased  for  $25,000, 
half  the  original  asking  price,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  United  States  government 
at  a  ceremony  in  the  theater's  museum. 

The  clothing  will  be  cleaned  and  re- 
stored before  it  is  placed  on  public  dis- 
play at  the  theater  where  Lincoln  was 
shot  April  14,  1865.  The  theater,  which 
has  been  restored  as  a  functioning  play- 
house with  a  repertory  company,  was 
dedicated  Sunday. 

The  clothing  will  be  exhibited  near 
the  case  holding  a  Derringer  pistol, 
dropped  by  John  Wilkes  Booth  when 
he  leaped  from  the  president's  box  to 
the  stage  of  the  theater  after  shooting 
Lincoln. 

Purchase  of  .the  relics  was  made  pos- 


sible by  a  gift  from  the  American  Truck- 
ing Associations  Foundation  and  the  Uni- 
versal Oil  Products  Co. 

The  foundation  turned  the  money  over 
to  the  U.  S.  Capitol  Historical  Society, 
which  arranged  for  purchase  within  the 
last  few  days  from  Mrs.  J.  Marvin  Smith 
of  Greensboro,  N.C.  Mrs.  Smith  is  the 
granddaughter  of  Alphonse  Donn,  one 
of  Lincoln's  bodyguards.  Donn  received 
the  clothing  from  Mrs.  Lincoln  soon  after 
the  president  was  assassinated. 

Included  with  the  clothing  were  two 
handwritten  letters  from  Mrs.  Lincoln 
to  Donn  in  which  she  said  that  she 
had  given  him  the  clothes  "for  youi 
devoted  attention  to  President  Lincoln.' 

She  cautioned  him  to  "retain  them 
always,  in  memory  of  the  best  and  noblest 
man  that  ever  lived." 

All  of  the  clothing,  except  the  black 
wool  broadcloth  overcoat,  is  in  good 
condition.  Pieces  of  the  back  of  the 
overcoat  have  been  snipped  out,  probably 
for  souvenirs,  by  Donn  or  by  others 
before  he  received  it. 
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Memento  of  Assassination 


[UPI  Telephoto] 


Rep.  Fred  Schwengel,  Henry  Liebschutz  and  Interior  Secretary  Stewart  Udall  [from  left],  view- 
ing dress  suit  which  President  Lincoln  wore  to  Ford  theater  on  night  he  was  assassinated.  Suit, 
purchased  for  $25,000,  is  to  be  placed  in  Ford  theater  museum.  (Story  on  Obituaries  page) 


LINCOLN  DEATH 
SUIT  IS  GIVEN 
TO  MUSEUM 

(Picture  on  back  page) 
Washington,  Jan.  23  UP)— The 
interior  department  today  re- 
ceived the  suit  worn  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  the  night  he  was 
assassinated.  It  will  go  on  dis- 
play in  the  Lincoln  museum  at 
Ford's  theater. 

A  gift  of  $25,000  from  the 
American  Trucking  association 
enabled  the  United  States  Capi- 
tol Historical  society  to  pur- 
chase the  Lincoln  relic  from 
Mrs.  J.  Marvin  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  and  to  present  it  to 
the  museum. 

Lincoln's  clothes  had  been 
given  by  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Al- 
phonse  Donn,  one  of  the  presi- 
dent's bodyguards.  Mrs.  Smith 
is  Donn's  granddaughter.  Ford's 
theater,  the  scene  of  the  assas- 
sination, was  reopened  Sunday 
after  restoration. 


Collector  Buys 
Cuff  of  Shirt 
Lincoln  Wore 

SPRINGFIELD,  111.  (UPI) - 
A  Springfield  resident  and  col- 
lector of  Lincoln  memorabilia 
says  he  has  acquired  one  of  the 
cuffs  from  the  shirt  Lincoln 
wore  the  night  he  was  assassi- 
nated at  Ford's  Theatre. 

King  V.  Hostick  said  he  re- 
cently bought  the  cuff  and  a 
diary,  both  owned  by  the  same 
person. 

Hostick  said  he  acquired  the 
items  kept  by  J.  T.  Farnham,  an 
employe  of  the  adjustant  gener- 
al's office  in  Washington  at  the 
time  of  the  assassination. 

Farnham  was  attending  a  play 
at  Grover's  Theater  in  another 
part  of  the  city  at  the  time  of  the 
assassination  and  his  diary 
reads,  in  part,  as  follows: 

"Friday  14th:  Went  to  Grov- 
er's Theater.  (During  the  per- 
formance of  "Aladdin  and  His 
Wonderful  Lamp")  a  panic  was 
caused  among  tihe  audience  by 
the  announcement  that  the  Pres- 
ident bad  been  assassinated  at 
his  box  in  Ford's  Theatre  with 
assassin  escaping  through  the 
stage." 

"...  I  went  to  Ford's  Thea- 
tre. Mr.  L  had  been  taken  across 
the  street  insensible.  A  crowd 
stood  waiting  in  bad  humor  with 
rebels.  Excited,"  the  diary  ac- 
counts. 


"Saturday  15th.  Rain  all  day 
and  the  heavens  are  clothed  in 
black.  Mr.  Lincoln  died  about  7 
a.m.  At  adjutant  general's  office 
all  work  had  stopped  and  on  my 
way  back  to  the  room  saw  a 
hearse  pass  taking  the  Presi- 
dent's body  to  the  White  House 
to  be  embalmed  .  .  .  bells  toll 
and  crepe  is  hung  on  most 
buildings. 

".  .  .  Tuesday  18th:  Quite 
warm.  On  way  to  War  Depart- 
ment met  Gen.  Grant  alone.  He 
looked  sad  and  I  only  recognized 
him  by  the  three  stars  on  his 
shoulders. 

".  .  .  At  3  p.m.  clerks  all  as- 
sembled and  proceeded  to  the 
White  House  where  thousands 
were  waiting  to  get  in.  Passed 
into  East  Room  and  viewed  has- 
tily and  unsatisfactorily  the  face 
of  Mr.  Lincoln  in  his  coffin.  .  .  . 
The  features  looked  rather  pain- 
ful. A  sad  scene." 

Nearly  a  month  later,  under 
the  date  of  May  18,  Farnham 
noted  in  his  diary  how  he  ob- 
tained the  cuff. 

"...  Thursday  18th:  Called 
on  Mrs.  Coleman  who  gave  me  a 
relic  of  Mr.  A.  Lincoln;  a  cuff 
cut  from  the  shirt  he  wore  when 
assassinated." 

Hostick  said  he  bought  the  two 
items  from  relatives  of  Farn- 
ham. 
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Society  Presents  Lincoln  Apparel  to  Ford's 

The  United  States  Capitol  Historical  So- 
ciety presented  the  suit  of  clothes  worn  by 
President  Abraham  Lincoln  the  night  ht  was 
shot  to  the  National  Park  Service  for  display- 
in  Ford's  Theater.  Society  president  Fred 
Schwengel  entrusted  the  suit,  with  letters  testi- 
fying to  its  authenticity,  to  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior Stewart  Udall  on  January  23,  1968. 
Recipient  of  a  $25,000  gift  from  the  American 
Trucking  Association  Foundation,  the  Capitol 
Historical  Society  acquired  the  collection  from 
Mrs.  J.  Marvin  Smith  of  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Smith's  grandfather,  Alphonse  Donn, 
was  one  of  Lincoln's  bodyguards;  he  received 
the  suit  from  Mrs.  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  nine 
days  after  the  assassination.  In  1903  Donn  re- 
fused showman  P.  T.  Barnum's  offer  of  $20,- 
000  for  the  apparel.  The  garments  remained  in 
safe-deposit  boxes  until  the  Capitol  Historical 
Society  purchased  them  from  Mrs.  Smith  and 
arranged  for  their  display  in  a  place  that  me- 
morializes Lincoln. 

When  Lincoln  arrived  at  Ford's  Theater  on 
the  night  of  April  14,  1865,  to  watch  a  per- 
formance of  "Our  American  Cousin,"  he  wore 
a  black  wool  overcoat,  a  frockcoat,  a  waistcoat 
and  trousers  of  fine  woolen  broadcloth,  and  a 
black  silk  cravat,  size  14^.  The  quilted  lining 
of  his  overcoat  was  embossed  with  an  eagle 
holding  in  its  mouth  two  festoons  inscribed 
"One  Country,  One  Destiny."  Now  defaced 
by  souvenir  hunters,  the  bloodstained  overcoat 
still  bears  its  Brooks  Brothers  label.  The  cloth- 
ing will  be  cleaned  and  restored  before  it  is 
exhibited  in  the  Lincoln  Museum  which  is  in 
the  basement  of  Ford's  Theater. 

The  history  of  the  Lincoln  suit  is  documented 
by  Mrs.  Lincoln's  correspondence  which  is  a 
part  of  the  Society's  gift.  When  Lincoln  had 
learned  of  the  poverty  of  a  teenaged  sculptress 
who  wanted  to  sculpt  his  statue,  he  said,  "So 
she's  young  and  poor,  is  she.  Well  that's  noth- 


Sculptress  Vinnie  Ream  used  the  suit  presented  to  Ford's 
Theater  in  modeling  the  statue  of  Lincoln  that  stands  in 
the  Rotunda  of  the  Capitol. 

ing  agin'  her.  You  may  tell  her  she  can  come." 
So  Vinnie  Ream  (later  Mrs.  Hoxie)  came  and 
sketched  Lincoln  in  x/2  hour  sessions  through- 
out the  last  five  months  of  his  life.  Following 
the  assassination,  Miss  Ream  approached  Donn 
about  borrowing  the  Lincoln  suit  so  that  she 
might  proceed  with  her  art. 

Sensitive  to  official  prerogative,  Alphonse 
Donn  wrote  Mrs.  Lincoln  for  permission  to 
loan  the  suit  to  Vinnie  Ream.  With  a  comment 
on  Miss  Ream's  "unladylike  persistence,"  Mrs. 
Lincoln  left  the  transaction  to  the  former 
bodyguard's  own  discretion.  Donn  accommo- 
dated the  sculptress,  and  his  generosity  with 
this  heirloom  and  the  President's  gift  of  official 
time  enabled  Vinnie  Ream  to  model  the  marble 
replica  that  stands  in  the  Rotunda  of  the 
Capitol  today. 
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He  grumbled  as  he 
pulled  his  trousers  up  over  lean  shanks  .  .  . 

"I  don't  want  to  go  to 
the  theatre  tonight,  mother,"  he  said.  "I'm  bone- 
tired  and  there's  so  much  to  be  done." 

But  even  as  he 

buttoned  the  frayed  trousers,  slipped  into  his 
worn  vest  and  frock  coat,  he  knew  he  protested 
in  vain.  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  had  that  all-too-familiar 
stubborn  set  to  her  jaw.  He  would  attend 
the  Ford  Theater  because  she  so  willed  it. 
It  was  late  afternoon,  April  14, 1865. 

Abraham  Lincoln, 
16th  president  of  the  United 
States,  was  dressing  for  the  last  time. 

In  a  few  fateful 
hours  he  would  "belong  to  the  ages."  His 
physician,  23-year-old  Dr.  Charles  A.  Leale, 
would  tenderly,  reverently  fold  the  President's 
clothes  and  place  them  atop  a  commode  in  a  tiny 
room  where  Abraham  Lincoln,  sprawled  in  a 
bed  too  small  for  his  6'5"  frame, 
lay  dying  of  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  head. 

And  thus  would 
begin  the  odyssey  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
assassination  clothing,  a  journey  almost  as 
strange  and  involved  as  the  death  of  the  President. 

It  would  be  103  years 
before  the  garments,  worn,  scissored 
and  blood-stained,  returned  to  Washington, 
D.  C.  to  an  honored  place  in  the  Lincoln  museum 
of  the  rebuilt,  refurbished  Ford  Theater. 

Let's  go  back  a 

moment  to  that  spring  afternoon  in  the  White 
House  as  the  President  dressed,  slipping 
on  a  clean  shirt  at  Mary's  insistence  .  .  . 

To  prove  to  himself 
he  still  ruled  not  only  the  country,  but  his 
household  as  well,  Lincoln  held  firm  as  to  which 
suit  he  would  wear  this  evening  —  not  his  best 
as  Mary  had  insisted,  but  the  comfortable  one  he 
wore  most  of  his  working  days.  When 
she  objected  to  worn  spots  on  the  coat  and  vest,  he 
became  as  stubborn  as  she.  Finally,  Mary,  who 
was  in  a  happy  mood,  gave  in  to  her  tall,  homely 
husband,  rather  than  continue  the  argument. 

With  his  point  won, 
the  President  continued  his  dressing.  The  broadcloth 
trousers  were  frayed  along  the  bottom  edges 
but  still  serviceable  and  besides,  they  "fit  good." 

Lincoln  put  on  a 
clean,  white  shirt.  He  faced  the  mirror  in  his 
room,  picked  up  his  necktie  off  the  bed 
and  slipped  the  band  of  it  around  his  neck. 

An  amateur  inventor 
himself,  the  President  admired  the  man  who 
had  invented  this  tie.  It  was  quite 
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Lincoln 


ingenious.  To  the  band,  a  bow,  already 
tied,  had  been  sewn.  There  was  no 
fumbling  to  make  a  suitable  bow  with 
this  tie.  For  a  man  who  worried  little 
about  clothes,  this  ready  -  bowed  tie 
was  just  the  answer. 

Outside  the  sun  played  hide  and  seek 
with  April  clouds ;  one  moment  it  looked 
as  if  spring  had  come  to  this  war-torn 
capital  and  the  next,  winter  still  fight- 
ing, would  blow  a  cold  wind  across  the 
city,  chasing  rain  ahead  of  it. 

Peace,  for  all  purposes,  was  won  that 
night.  It  remained  only  for  Sherman  to 
drive  the  final  nails  in  the  coffin  of  the 
Confederacy  and  the  nation  would  be 
whole  again.  Or  would  it? 

In  this,  the  beginning  of  his  second 
term  in  office,  Lincoln  was  beset  by 
problems  and  critics.  He  favored  a  just 


peace  because  he  was  a  just  and  peace- 
ful man. 

He  wished  General  Grant  had  been 
able  to  accompany  him  and  Mary  to 
the  theater  as  had  been  planned,  but 
he  could  understand  Grant's  desire  to 
leave  Washington  and  spend  time  with 
his  family.  In  Grant's  place  would  be 
Major  Henry  R.  Rathbone  and  fiancee, 
Clara  Harris. 

As  he  continued  dressing,  Lincoln 
mused  that  critics  found  fault  even  in 
his  appreciation  of  the  theater.  The 
President  remembered  a  preacher  who 
had  expressed  displeasure  over  the 
President's  theatrical  attendance  while 
a  nation  struggled  to  exist.  Lincoln  had 
replied,  ".  .  .  the  theater  rests  me  —  a 
hearty  laugh  relieves  me,  and  I  seem 
better  able  to  bear  my  cross." 

His  vest,  he  noticed,  was  getting 
tacky.  He  never  really  paid  much  at- 


Extensive  clean- 
ing and  repair  of 
Lincoln's  clothes 
was  necessary 
before  exhibi- 
tion. Vera  Craig, 
staff  curator, 
Eastern  Museum- 
Laboratory, 
Springfield,  Va., 
holds  frock  coat. 
Closeup  of 
label  reveals 
Brooks  Brothers, 
New  York  City 
origin. 


Lincoln's  assas- 
sination clothes, 
his  ready-made 
bow-tie,  trousers 
and  frock  coat, 
now  are  on 
exhibit  in  the 
rebuilt,  refur- 
bished Ford 
Theater,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 
Left  sleeve  of 
the  frock  coat 
was  snipped 
away  by  souvenir 
hunters  many 
years  ago. 
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tention  to  clothes  but  observed  now  he 
would  have  to  get  a  new  vest,  at  least, 
for  this  one  showed  considerable  wear. 
It  troubled  him  only  slightly.  In  a  man's 
way  he  justified  its  wear  by  remarking 
to  himself  that  the  frock  coat  would 
cover  the  worn  spots  on  the  vest.  No 
one  would  notice. 

Whenever  he  could,  this  semi- 
polished  stone  from  the  Illinois  wilder- 
ness would  shed  his  frock  coat,  prefer- 
ring to  go  about  in  vest  and  shirt.  The 
coat  showed  this  lack  of  heavy  wear 
that  marked  the  other  pieces  of  apparel. 
The  entire  suit  had  been  sponged  and 
brushed,  and  the  President  looked  neat 
and  well-dressed  as  he  stood  before  the 
mirror  brushing  coarse  hair  with  his 
fingers. 

Draped  over  a  chair  lay  the  one  new 
piece  of  clothing  he  wore  that  damp, 
cold,  blustery  day  in  April — a  beautiful 


overcoat  made  by  the  New  York  firm 
of  Brooks  Bros,  for  his  second  inau- 
guration. 

As  the  President  puttered  in  the  final 
stages  of  his  toilet,  he  eyed  the  new 
coat.  Someone — he  never  was  to  know 
who  —  had  gone  to  a  lot  of  work  to 
make  this  coat  distinctive.  In  the  rich, 
quilted  lining  was  stitched  the  figure  of 
an  eagle  holding  two  festoons  in  its 
mouth  bearing  the  words  "One  Coun- 
try, One  Destiny." 

Just  after  8  p.m.  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Lincoln  left  the  White  House  in  a  car- 
riage driven  by  Burns,  the  coachman. 
They  bid  good  night  to  Tom  Parker  and 
Alphonse  Donn,  first  and  second  door- 
men at  the  White  House.  En  route  to 
Ford's  Theater,  the  carriage  stopped  at 
H  and  14th  Streets  to  pick  up  Major 
Rathbone  and  Miss  Harris. 

Shortly  after  10:00  p.m.,  in  the  third 
act  of  a  comedy,  "Our  American 
Cousin,"  a  figure  quietly  opened  the 
door  that  led  to  boxes  seven  and  eight 
where  President  Lincoln  and  party  sat 
watching  the  play.  Tiptoeing  to  within 
a  few  feet  of  Lincoln's  chair,  John 
Wilkes  Booth,  a  demented  actor,  aimed 
a  derringer  pistol  at  the  back  of  the 
President's  head  and  pulled  the  trigger. 
It  was  an  act  that  would  give  Lincoln 
"to  the  ages,"  change  the  lives  of  many 
people  and  perhaps  influence  the 
course  of  history. 

The  shot  also  would  signal  the  be- 
ginning of  that  long  journey  and  in- 
volved history  for  the  clothes  the 
President  wore  that  night. 

Unconscious,  Lincoln  was  carried 
across  the  street  to  a  small,  15  by  9 
foot  bedroom  in  the  rooming  house  of 
William  Petersen,  a  tailor. 

There  Dr.  Leale,  young  in  years  but 
old  in  experience,  fought  to  save  the 
President's  life.  That  Lincoln  was 
doomed  he  had  little  doubt.  The  Civil 
War  had  seasoned  Leale  from  a  medi- 
cal student  into  a  gunshot  specialist. 

An  admirer  of  Lincoln,  Dr.  Leale  had 
been  in  Ford's  Theater  when  Booth's 
bullet  lodged  in  the  President's  brain. 
It  had  been  Dr.  Leale's  job  to  make  the 
initial  examination.  It  was  his  judg- 
ment the  President  be  taken  across 
the  street  to  the  nearest  bed. 


"I  refused  to  put  Lincoln  in  a  car- 
riage and  remove  him  to  the  White 
House,"  he  wrote  later  in  a  report,  "be- 
ing fearful  that  he  would  die  as  soon 
as  he  would  be  placed  in  an  upright 
position." 

The  President  died  at  7:22  a.m.,  April 
15.  He  never  opened  his  eyes.  Across 
the  country,  even  in  the  South,  men 
wept;  many  who'd  savagely  ridiculed 
this  man  with  such  derisive  terms  as 
"Ape,"  "Gorilla." 

Shortly  after  9:00  a.m.,  Frank  Sands, 
official  undertaker  for  the  government, 
prepared  Lincoln's  body  for  removal  to 
the  White  House.  He  wrapped  the  nude 
body  in  an  American  flag  and  laid  it  in 
a  temporary  coffin  which  was  placed 
on  a  caisson  outside  the  Petersen 
house.  It  is  likely  that  Undertaker 
Sands  removed  the  clothing  from  the 
house.  A  newspaperman  who  visited 


Flag-festooned  box  in  Ford's  Theater 
where  Lincoln  ivas  shot.  He  died 
in  the  Petersen  rooming  house,  below, 
across  the  street  from  the  theater. 
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the  room  shortly  after  the  body  was 
removed  wrote,  "When  we  visited  the 
house,  the  sheeting  and  blankets  had 
been  removed  and  nothing  remained 
but  two  cotton  mattresses  and  two 
pillows." 

In  hectic  days  following  the  assassina- 
tion, little  thought  was  given  to  the 
clothes.  A  nation  mourned  for  this  sim- 
ple man  who  had  given  his  life  that  a 
nation  might  be  preserved.  As  a  martyr 
he  gained  a  stature  he  likely  would 
never  have  reached  had  he  lived. 

Some  ten  days  after  President  Lincoln 
had  been  laid  to  rest,  Mrs.  Lincoln 
called  Doorman  Alphonse  Donn  to  her 
quarters  and  presented  him  with  the 
clothes  Lincoln  had  worn  the  night  of 
assassination.  Only  a  few  drops  of 
blood  on  the  coat  marred  their  appear- 
ance. Donn  who  continued  as  a  door- 
man at  the  White  House  through  the 
administration  of  Grover  Cleveland, 
cherished  the  unusual  gift  Mrs.  Lincoln 
bestowed  upon  him.  He  tucked  them 
carefully  away  in  a  trunk  in  his  quar- 
ters, all  except  Lincoln's  fur  scarf  or 
tippit,  as  it  was  called.  This  Donn  wore. 

When  Donn  (sometimes  referred  to  as 
Dunn)  retired  from  his  job  at  the  White 
House,  he  took  the  clothing  with  him. 
As  years  passed,  they  became  more 
and  more  his  one  link  with  the  past. 
Repeatedly  he  refused  offers  to  sell 
them,  once  turning  down  $20,000  from 
P.  T.  Barnum  who  saw  them  as  a  ma- 
cabre, profitable  drawing  card  for  his 
museum. 

Donn  often  showed  Lincoln's  cloth- 
ing to  friends  and  visitors.  Only  twice 
did  the  clothing  ever  leave  Alphonse's 
care;  once  when  they  were  loaned  to 
an  artist  by  the  name  of  Wilson  for 
authenticity  in  a  painting  and  again,  to 
Miss  Vinnie  Ream,  sculptress,  who 
created  the  Lincoln  statue  which  now 
stands  in  the  rotunda  of  the  nation's 
Capitol  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

On  the  death  of  Alphonse  Donn,  the 
clothes  were  passed  to  his  son,  Frank 
and  from  him  to  his  wife,  Mrs.  Kather- 
ine  Donn.  In  the  1930's  the  Lincoln 
clothes  continued  their  odyssey.  On 
10 


the  death  of  Mrs.  Donn  they  became 
the  inherited  property  of  Mrs.  Marvin 
J.  Smith,  Goldsboro,  N.  C,  only  daugh- 
ter of  Frank  and  Katherine  Donn. 

As  early  as  1924  Mrs.  Katherine 
Donn,  then  of  Washington,  gave  power 
of  attorney  to  her  son-in-law,  Marvin  J. 
Smith,  to  dispose  of  the  clothes.  But 
there  were  no  buyers.  In  1940  Mrs. 
Smith,  who  had  inherited  the  clothes, 
gave  power  of  attorney  to  her  husband 
to  " — negotiate  the  sale  of — certain  ar- 
ticles of  clothing — which  were  worn  by 
President  Abraham  Lincoln  on  the 
night  and  at  the  time  of  his  assassina- 
tion." 

Again  there  was  no  apparent  action 
in  selling  the  clothes.  The  dust  of  more 
years  was  to  accumulate  before  the 
wearing  apparel  once  more  came  into 
the  news  —  late  in  1967. 

The  strange  story  of  the  assassina- 
tion clothes  now  was  entering  its  final 
act.  An  ad  appeared  in  the  New"  York 
Times  offering  the  clothes  for  sale.  The 
asking  price  —  $50,000. 

Among  the  many  who  saw  the  ad- 
vertisement was  Congressman  Fred 
Schwengel  of  Iowa.  As  President  of  the 
United  States  Capitol  Historical  So- 
ciety, Congressman  Schwengel  was 
determined  to  obtain  the  clothes  for 
the  Lincoln  Museum  in  the  basement 
of  Ford's  Theater. 

He  had  the  desire  but  not  the  money. 
In  a  nation  known  for  its  largess  there 
did  not  seem  to  be  any  money  available 
for  a  pile  of  old  clothes. 

The  congressman  did  not  give  up.  In 
negotiations  with  Mrs.  Smith's  attor- 
ney, he  came  to  a  conclusion  the  clothes 
could  be  bought  for  about  half  the  ask- 
ing price.  But  that  half  was  still  as  far 
away  as  the  moon. 

If  there  wasn't  government  money, 
Congressman  Schwengel  discovered 
there  was  private  money.  At  a  dinner 
party  one  evening  he  sat  next  to  Henry 
Liebschutz,  executive  secretary  of  the 
American  Trucking  Association. 
Schwengel  told  him  about  Lincoln's 
clothes  and  the  attendant  problem  of 
a  lack  of  funds.  Before  the  night  was 
over  he  had  a  promise  of  the  money. 
With  a  gift  on  behalf  of  the  trucking 
industry,  Congressman  Schwengel  was 


ready  to  do  business.  Donors  included 
Universal  Oil  Products,  Bostrom  Divi- 
sion, Des  Plaines,  111.,  jointly  with  the 
American  Trucking  Foundation. 

To  Douglas  Hubbard,  deputy  assis- 
tant director  for  interpretation  (educa- 
tion), Department  of  Interior's  National 
Park  Service,  went  the  job  of  picking 
up  the  clothes. 

"None  of  our  negotiations  was  ac- 
tually with  Mrs.  Smith,"  he  said,  "but 
rather,  with  her  attorney.  We  took  a 
certified  check  for  $25,000  to  Golds- 
boro, N.  C,  and  turned  it  over  to  the 
attorney.  In  return  we  were  given  the 
clothes  which  had  been  authenticated 
as  the  original  assassination  clothes. 
They  were  stored  in  plastic  clothing 
bags  and  were  in  a  vault.  We  put  them 
into  a  suitcase  and  returned  to  Wash- 
ington. That  case  never  left  our  pos- 
session, I  can  assure  you." 

As  the  years  pass  they  have  a  way  of 
adding  to  a  legend  while  detractingfrom 
a  personality.  In  time  a  man  like  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  becomes  almost  a  god-like 
figure,  not  a  normal,  living,  breathing 
man,  but  a  legend.  But  time  turns  back 
when  one  sees  the  Lincoln  trousers, 
the  vest  and  the  coat.  Even  the  frayed 
edges  on  some  of  the  garments;  the 
shiny  spots  on  the  insides  of  the  knees 
—  the  result  of  riding  horseback  — 
breathe  mortal  life  into  this  man  and 
help  place  him  in  the  proper  perspec- 
tive. 

Now  the  clothing,  hidden  away  in 
chests,  trunks  and  vaults  for  103  years, 
are  a  part  of  the  American  heritage,  on 
display  in  the  Ford's  Theater  Museum 
for  every  citizen  to  view. 

They,  too,  "now  belong  to  the  ages." 
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The  Clothing  Worn  by  President  Abraham 
Lincoln  The  Night  of  His  Assassination 


Earlier  this  year  the  national 
press  and  numerous  magazines 
have  carried  a  great  many  articles 
concerning  Lincoln's  clothing  worn 
the  night  of  his  fateful  assassina- 
tion. The  recent  acquisition  of 
these  valuable  relics  (called  by 
one  writer,  a  "macabre"  collec- 
tion) by  the  Ford's  Theatre  Mu- 
seum has  prompted  the  editor  to 
review  our  file  on  this  topic  dating 
back  to  the  year  1935  when  the 
clothing  was  offered  for  sale  to  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation. 

The  clothing  was  originally  ac- 
quired by  Alphonse  Donn,  (some- 
times spelled  "Dunn")  as  a  gift 
from  Mrs.  Lincoln,  shortly  after 
her  husband's  death.  Donn  was 
one  of  four  police  officers  as- 
signed by  William  B.  Webb,  Chief 
of  Police  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, to  act  as  a  special  guard 
for  President  Lincoln.  The  other 
officers  were  John  Parker,  Alex- 
ander Smith  and  Thomas  Pendel. 
Donn's  assignment  appears  to 
have  been  that  of  door  keeper  or 
usher  at  the  White  House,  al- 
though there  is  some  indication 
that  he  may  have  accompanied 
Lincoln  during  some  of  his  travels. 
Apparently,  this  doorkeeper  was 
held  in  high  regard  by  the  Lin- 
colns  and  on  March  25,  1865,  by 
telegram  from  City  Point,  Vir- 
ginia, Mrs.  Lincoln  requested 
Donn  to  "Ask  Cutbert  why  my 
telegram  of  yesterday  has  not 
been  answered.  Reply  immediate- 
ly." 

On  April  1,  1865  Lincoln  wired 
Donn  from  City  Point,  Virginia 
to  "Have  Burke  the  Coachman 
have  the  close  (sic)  carriage  at 
arsenal  wharf  at  eight  o'clock 
Sunday  morning  without  fail  and 
remain  until  Mrs.  Lincoln  arrives 
which  will  be  about  that  time." 

Even  Robert  T.  Lincoln  must 
have  had  a  high  regard  for  Donn 
because  on  May  22,  1865  he  wrote 
on  Executive  Mansion  stationery 
the  following  recommendation: 
"The  bearer,  A.  Donn,  has  at- 
tended the  door  here  for  some 
time  and  has  given  entire  satis- 
faction. I  would  cheerfully  recom- 
mend him  for  a  similar  position 
in  any  of  the  Departments."  Donn 
had  no  difficulty  in  retaining  his 
position  as  he  served  in  one  capac- 
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ity  or  another  at  the  White  House  continuously  through 
the  different  administrations  down  to  and  including  the 
administration  of  President  Grover  Cleveland. 

The  clothing,  all  of  which  may  have  been  made  for 
Lincoln's  second  inaugural  in  March  1865,  that  was  pre- 
sented to  Donn  consisted  of  a  silk  hat,  fur  collar  piece, 
tie,  overcoat,  coat,  vest  (with  a  slit  in  the  side  which  may 
have  been  made  by  the  surgeons)  and  trousers.  The  gift 
resulted  from  "his  devotion  and  faithful  service  to  the 
President,"  and  as  "a  token  of  appreciation  for  his  ser- 
vices, and  owing  to  his  great  love  and  respect  for  the 
President."  The  silk  hat  and  fur  collar  piece  were  later 
given  to  friends  by  Donn.  The  black  silk  cravat  or  stock 
measures  HV2  inches  indicating  Lincoln's  collar  size.  The 
label  on  the  tie  is  marked  "Napoleon  tie." 

About  ten  days  or  two  weeks  after  the  assassination 
Donn  invited  a  group  of  his  friends  to  his  home  to  view 
the  relics,  and  after  his  arrival  from  the  White  House, 
they  were  put  on  display.  From  an  affidavit  executed  by 
Bridget  A.  Rainey  (Donn  married  a  sister  of  her  hus- 
band) on  May  15,  1920  it  is  evident  that  Donn  received 
the  gifts  the  day  his  friends  gathered  in  his  home  to 
examine  his  acquisitions. 

It  is  believed  that  Mrs.  Lincoln  suggested  to  Donn  that 
he  lend  to  a  Mr.  Wilson,  an  artist,  the  clothing  for  a 
brief  period  which  would  be  returned  to  the  owner  when 
Mr.  Wilson  no  longer  required  the  garments.  In  order 
that  Mr.  Wilson  would  comply  with  the  request  that  the 
clothes  be  returned  to  Mr.  Donn,  Mrs.  Lincoln  wrote  out 
the  following  order: 

The  suit  of  clothes  used  by  Mr.  Wilson  will 
be  delivered  to  Mr.  Dunn,  when  he  no  longer  re- 
quires them. 

Mrs.  Lincoln 

May  20th,  1865. 

On  March  18,  (1867)  Mrs.  Lincoln  wrote  Donn  about 
the  suit  of  clothes  which  was  then  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Wilson: 

PRIVATE 

Chicago,  March  18th. 

Mr.  Dunn  — 

Mrs.  Welles  writes  to  my  son  Robert  in  regard  to  the  suit  of  clothes 
I  save  you — and  which  have  been  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Wilson  the 
artist.  She  desires  them  for  a  Miss  Vinnie  Ream,  an  unknown  person, 
who  by  much  forwardness  &  unladylike  persistence,  obtained  from 
Congress  permission  to  execute  a  statue  of  my  husband,  the  late 
President.  From  her  inexperience.  I  judge  she  will  be  unable  to  do 
this,  in  a  faithful  manner.  For  your  devoted  attentions  to  President 
Lincoln.  I  gave  you  those  clothes,  and,  after  the  loan  you  have  made 
of  them  —  without  you  see  proper,  you  need  not  let  them  go  farther. 
Retain  them  always,  in  memerv  of  the  best  and  noblest  man  that  ever 
l'ved. 

You  will  understand  me,  when  I  say  that  it  is  now  time  for  you 
to  claim  them,  and  you  need  feel  under  no  obligation  to  allow  them 
to  pass  out  of  your  possession  at  this  time.  Let  me  hear  from  you 
on  this  subject  when  you  receive  this  letter  —  and  show  this  letter 
to  no  one  —  only  burn  it.  I  feel  as  I  gave  them  to  you  —  I  can  dictate 
a  little  about  them.  Write  on  receipt  of  this.  What  you  say  will  not 
be  mentioned  —  as  I  remain  your  friend. 

Mrs.  Lincoln 

Use  your  own  discretion  about  lending  the  clothes  but  as  they 
are  a  gift  from  me  you  are  under  no  obligation  to  yield  them  into 
other  hands.  All  this  you  will  understand.  I  do  not  wish  my  name 
mentioned  in  it.  Write  me  all  about  it. 

Burn  this  and  mention  contents  to  no  one. 
PRIVATE 

Donn  looked  favorably  upon  Miss  Vinnie  Ream's  (who 
afterward  married  General  R.  L.  Hoxie)  request  for  the 
use  of  the  clothing,  as  he  wished  to  assist  her  in  model- 
ing the  statue  of  President  Lincoln  which  Congress  had 
commissioned  her  to  make.  Wishing  to  solicit  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln's approval,  he  wrote  her  about  the  matter  and  re- 
ceived the  following  reply: 

April  2nd.  67 

Mr.  A.  Donn  — 

I  write  you  in  haste,  merely  to  say  —  that  you  can  act  as  you  please 
in  the  matter.  This  Miss  Ream,  is  an  entire  stranger  to  me  and  mine 
—  and  I  expect  very  inexperienced  in  her  work,  but  I  trust  very 
sincerely,  she  may  succeed. 

I  remain  your  friend. 

Mrs.  A.  Lincoln 

Before  receiving  Mrs.  Lincoln's  letter  Donn  made  ar- 
rangements for  Mr.  Wilson  to  send  the  President's  clothes 
to  Miss  Ream  having  received  earlier  the  following  letter 
from  a  Mr.  Rice: 


F rom  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

At  the  age  of  19  Vinnie  Ream  was  authorized  by 
Congress  to  make  a  heroic  statue  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  which  was  to  cost  $10,000.  On  January 
25,  1871  the  marble  statue  was  unveiled  in  the 
rotunda  of  the  Capitol.  This  particular  photo- 
graphic view  reveals  the  type  of  clothing  Lincoln 
wore  the  night  of  his  assassination. 
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New  York  City, 
March  15,  1867. 

My  dear  Sir: 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Wilson  today  and  he  has  promised  to  send  the 
clothes  to  Miss  Ream  by  express  within  two  or  three  days.  I  think  we 
will  send  them  but  I  will  keep  Mrs.  Lincoln's  order  until  I  know  they 
are  received  and  then  send  it  to  you.  I  have  written  to  Miss  Ream 
that  they  will  be  sent  to  her,  and  ask  her  to  inform  me  if  they  are 
not  received  by  the  middle  of  next  week.  I  shall  be  in  New  York 
again  within  a  few  weeks  and  will  look  further  after  the  gentleman 
then  if  he  fails  to  fulfill  his  promise. 

Very  truly, 
Yours  etc. 

Rice 

Mr.  A.  Donn, 
Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

When  the  sculptress  received  the  clothing,  she  signed 
the  following  receipt: 

April  22nd,  1867. 

Received  of  A.  Dunn  a  full  suit,  consisting'  of  coat,  pants,  vest  and 
stock,  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  clothing. 

Vinnie  Ream 

After  Miss  Ream  returned  the  clothing  to  Donn,  he 
took  great  precautions  to  preserve  the  relics,  realizing 
that  they  were  much  more  valuable  than  an  ordinary 
suit  or  overcoat  belonging  to  the  President. 

Perhaps  the  black  wool  overcoat,  tailored  by  Brooks 
Brothers  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  clothing,  is  the  most 
interesting  item  of  the  lot  as  blood  stains  appear  on  the 
collar.  In  fact,  in  1916  J.  P.  Turner  stated  in  a  letter  that 
all  the  clothing  was  "disfigured  by  blood."  Another  in- 
teresting feature  of  the  overcoat  is  the  dark  silk  quilted 
lining  embossed  with  the  figure  of  an  eagle  holding  two 
festoons  in  its  mouth  bearing  the  words  "one  Country, 
one  Destiny."  This  garment  may  have  been  a  gift  of 
Brooks  Brothers  to  the  President.  This  firm  indicated  no 
interest  in  the  purchase  of  the  clothes  when  they  were 
offered  for  sale.  The  label  in  the  overcoat  bears  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "Brooks  Brothers,  Broadway,  Corner  of 
Grand,  New  York."  It  has  been  stated  that  Lincoln, 
shortly  before  being  shot  by  John  Wilkes  Booth,  threw 
the  overcoat  over  his  shoulders  because  he  felt  cold. 

Unfortunately  the  back  and  side  of  the  overcoat  have 
been  rather  badly  mutilated.  When  Donn  kept  the  cloth- 
ing at  his  home  to  show  to  friends  and  visitors,  he  dis- 
covered that  when  his  back  was  turned,  strangers  more 
fanatical  than  reverent,  would  cut  snips  of  cloth  for 
souvenirs.  One  day  in  particular  (year  1876)  after  three 
strangers  had  called,  Donn  discovered  that  they  had 
removed  a  large  piece  of  cloth  from  the  shoulder.  There 
were  also  some  moth  holes  in  the  front  of  the  fine  woolen 
broadcloth  trousers  (waist  size  32),  but  they  may  have 
been  made  while  Lincoln  owned  them  or  while  they  were 
placed  in  storage.  Some  shiny  spots  detected  on  the  in- 
sides  of  the  knees  of  the  trousers  can  be  attributed  to 
horseback  riding.  The  clothing  since  becoming  the  prop- 
erty of  the  National  Park  Service  has  been  restored  and 
cleaned  (we  hope  the  blood  stains  have  not  been  removed) 
and  is  now  exhibited  in  the  Lincoln  Museum  which  is  in 
the  basement  of  Ford's  Theatre. 

Donn  was  offered  $20,000  for  the  clothes  by  P.  T.  Bar- 
num,  of  circus  fame,  but  for  sentimental  reasons  he 
could  not  be  induced  to  part  with  them.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  the  clothes  became  the  property  of  his  son, 
Frank  W.  Donn,  and  at  his  death  they  became  the  pos- 
session of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Katherine  A.  Donn.  Before  her 
death  she  gave  the  clothing  to  Dorothy  K.  Donn  (Mrs. 
J.  Marion  Smith),  a  granddaughter  of  the  original  owner. 

On  February  10,  1913,  Dorothy  Donn,  residing  at  829 
Eleventh  Street,  N.  E.,  Washington,  D.  C.  wrote  Mrs. 
Vinnie  Ream  Hoxie  whose  Lincoln  statue  was  by  then 
regarded  as  a  worthy  piece  of  sculptural  art,  the  follow- 
ing letter: 

829  Eleventh  Street.  N.  E. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
February  10,  1913 

Dear  Mrs.  Hoxie: 

I  read  with  great  interest  your  article  in  last  Sunday's  Star  of  your 
visits  to  Abraham  Lincoln  before  his  death. 

You  will  understand  why  I  am  so  interested,  when  I  tell  you  that 
my  father  has  the  suit  of  clothes  that  you  used  when  you  made  this 
statue  and  we  still  have  the  receipt  you  signed  when  my  grandfather 
loaned  you  the  suit,  signed  by  Vinnie  Ream,  your  maiden  name.  Also 
some  letters  from  Mrs.  Lincoln  regarding  the  suit.  We  still  have 
friends  who  ask  to  see  the  clothes  occasionally,  but  my  father  says 
when  he  was  young,  strangers  would  come  every  day  to  see  them,  and 
one  day  after  three  men  had  left  the  house  we  discovered  the  out 


side  coat  had  a  large  piece  cut  from  the  shoulder.  If  you  remember, 
the  coat  was  worked  on  the  inside  lining  with  an  eagle  holding  a 
streamer  in  its  bill  with  "one  country,  one  destiny"  as  the  motto, 
and  above  it  a  large  shield. 

In  about  the  year  1874  my  grandfather  was  offered  ten  thousand 
dollars  for  them  by  P.  T.  Barnum,  but  he  thought  too  much  of 
President  Lincoln  to  sell  them  for  that  purpose.  My  father  tried  to 
get  Congress  to  buy  them  for  the  National  Museum,  but  did  not  suc- 
ceed. 

I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  forward  in  writing  this  to  you,  but  I 
just  had  to  tell  you,  as  I  am  sure  you  must  sometimes  wonder  what 
had  become  of  the  suit.  I  asked  my  father  if  I  could  write  to  you  and 
he  gave  his  permission,  so  that  and  the  interest  in  your  acticle  are 
the  reasons  for  writing  to  you. 

If  you  would  like  to  see  the  clothes  again  you  can  call  any  after- 
noon and  my  mother  would  only  be  too  glad  to  show  them  to  you.  I 
am  a  school-girl,  twelve  years  of  age  and  would  like  very  much  to 
see  the  lady  who  made  herself  famous  when  she  sculptured  the  great 
statue  of  Lincoln. 

Your  little  admirer, 
Dorothy  Donn 

In  1915  an  effort  was  made  by  the  United  States 
Government  to  purchase  the  assassination  clothes.  Mr. 
Roberts  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, made  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  secure  funds  by 
introducing  the  following  legislation: 

64th  Congress 

1st  Session  —  H.  R.  4712. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives 
December  14,  1915. 
Mr.  Roberts  of  Massachusetts  introduced  the  following  bill,  which 
was  referred   to  the   Committee  on  the  Library  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  : 

A  BILL 

Providing  for  the  purchase  of  the  suit  of  clothes  worn  by  President 
Lincoln  at  the  time  of  his  assassination. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 

That  there  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  unexpended  moneys 
of  the  amount  set  aside  for  the  construction  and  expenses  of  the 
Lincoln  Memorial,  the  sum  of  $7,500  for  the  purchase  of  the  suit  of 
clothes  worn  by  the  late  President  Lincoln  at  the  time  of  his  assassi- 
nation in  Ford's  Theatre,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia,  April  15th.  1865. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  chairman  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Commission  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  make  this  purchase. 

Probably  the  Massachusetts  Congressman  hoped  to 
purchase  the  garments  for  display  in  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.  The  bill  did  not  pass,  perhaps  due  to  the 
stirring  signs  of  the  war  times  that  made  Congress  wary 
about  appropriating  money  for  such  purposes. 

While  the  clothing  was  in  possession  of  Mrs.  Katherine 
A.  Donn,  an  effort  was  made  to  have  the  garments  pur- 
chased by  a  group  of  patrons  for  presentation  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  as  she  was  not  in  financial  posi- 
tion to  donate  them  herself,  but  felt  that  was  the  proper 
place  for  their  safekeeping.  Before  such  a  project  could 
get  underway,  the  Smithsonian  had  to  be  assured  of  their 
genuineness  and  the  officials  of  the  institution  com- 
municated with  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  who  was  then  living 
in  Georgetown,  Washington,  D.C.  While  the  nature  of 
Robert  Lincoln's  communications  (his  original  letter  is 
said  to  be  in  the  files  of  the  Smithsonian)  are  not  on 
record,  the  Smithsonian  indicated  that  it  would  accept 
the  garments  as  being  genuine  and  authentic.  Due  to  the 
failure  of  Mrs.  Donn's  attorney  to  obtain  a  sufficient 
amount  in  subscriptions  to  underwrite  the  purchase  of  the 
relics,  this  matter  was  never  consummated. 

As  Mrs.  Katherine  A.  Donn,  sometime  before  her  death, 
was  very  much  in  need  of  funds,  she  was  induced  to  place 
on  sale  at  auction  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  the  garments  in 
question.  This  was  an  auction  of  historical  items,  and 
she  received  the  assurance  of  the  auctioneer  that  she 
would  be  protected  if  the  fixed  minimum  price  she  placed 
on  them  was  not  obtained.  The  auction  on  February  19, 
1924  was  held  in  the  galleries  of  Stan  V.  Henkels  &  Son, 
1304  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia.  The  highest  bid  by  a 
mysterious  stranger  named  Mr.  Douglas  was  $6,500  for 
the  clothing  and  that  was  a  bid  to  protect  the  interest  of 
the  owner. 

Before  her  death  Mrs.  Katherine  A.  Donn  presented 
the  clothing  to  her  only  daughter,  Dorothy  K.  Donn,  who 
before  leaving  Washington  placed  the  relics  in  a  large 
national  bank  vault  for  safe  keeping.  Occasional  mes- 
sages were  received  from  the  bank  that  the  storage 
package  was  suffering  no  deterioration.  Later,  the  cloth- 
ing was  placed  in  a  bank  vault  in  Greensboro,  N.  C. 

(To  be  continued  in  the  December  issue) 
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This  startling  and  sensational  newspaper  broadside  was  very  likely 
published  and  distributed  in  Lafayette,  Indiana,  and  because  the 
name  of  the  President  and  the  Administration  are  featured  so  prom- 
inently it  is  considered  a  Lincoln  item  and  has  been  placed  in  the 
Foundation's  collection. 

In  addition  to  being  a  news  media,  the  broadside  served  as  statio- 
nery for  E.  G.  Black  to  correspond  with  his  cousin  "E.  G."  whose 
initials  oddly  enough  were  the  same  as  his  own. 

The  exuberant  young  man  wrote  in  pencil  on  the  bottom  of  the 
broadside:  "I  think  I  shall  volunteer  then  off  to  the  war.  (Write 
soon)   E.  G.  Black." 

Our  hero  then  wrote,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  printed  broadside, 
the  following  letter: 

Lafayette  Appril  15.  1861 

Cousin  E.  G. 

We  are  having  exciting  times  here  now  to  day  the  cannon  is 
Booming  and  Military  Bands  are  thrilling  the  verry  Souls  of  Union 
men  while  the  stars  and  stripes  are  proudly  floating  from  almost 
every  house  top.  Business  of  all  kind  has  almost  suspended.  There 
has  been  two  volunteer  companies  organized  here  and  another  one  is 
to  be  organized  tonight.  Nothing  but  war  is  talked  of  here  and 
Lafayette  I  am  proud  to  say  will  send  a  large  number  of  men  and 
as  true  as  ever  shouldered  a  musket,  in  Haste  Ever  E.  G.  Black. 
Give  my  love  to  All.  This  is  the  first  day  that  (it)  has  not  rained 
here  since  I  can  remember  you  can  judge  we  have  had  rain. 


The  Clothing  Worn  by  President  Abraham  Lincoln 
The  Night  of  His  Assassination 

(Continued  from  the  November  Issue) 

In  1935  an  effort  was  made  by  Dorothy  K.  (Mrs.  J. 
Marvin  Smith)  to  sell  the  clothing.  As  she  hoped  that 
the  relics  might  be  obtained  by  a  museum  where  they 
would  be  adequately  exibited  and  properly  cared  for,  she 
contacted  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  at  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  Chicago  Historical  Society  and  other 
similar  institutions.  While  no  fixed  selling  price  was  in- 
stituted, every  prospective  buyer  understood  that  the 
negotations  would  start  at  around  $50,000.  In  1935  and 
decades  later  institutional  budgets  for  historical  socie- 
ties could  not  entertain  such  an  expenditure. 

Finally  the  matter  came  to  a  head  in  January  1968 
with  the  reopening  of  the  restored  Ford's  Theatre  and 
its  basement  museum.  Negotations  were  instituted  by 
Iowa  Congressman  Fred  Schwengel,  president  of  the 
United  States  Historical  Society.  Mrs.  J.  Marvin  Smith, 
now  a  resident  of  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  agreed 
on  a  purchase  price  of  $25,000.  She  had  previously 
brought  the  attention  of  the  public  (1967)  to  her  valuable 
relics  by  the  insertion  of  an  advertisement  in  the  New 
York  Times: 

Assassination  Clothing 
For  sale:  "Donn  Collection  of  Lincolniana,"  consisting 
of  clothing  worn  by  Abraham  Lincoln  when  assassi- 
nated, with  supporting  documents.  Buyers  only  —  con- 
tact: William  T.  Rightsell,  Jr.  Attorney  at  Law,  Box 
127  Greensboro,  N.  C.  27402. 

Congressman  Schwengel,  working  through  Henry  Lieb- 
schultz,  executive  of  ATA  Foundation,  Inc.,  was  success- 
ful in  securing  a  $25,000  gift  from  the  American  truck- 
ing industry  from  Universal  Oil  Products,  Bostrum 
division  of  Des  Plaines,  Illinois  and  Milwaukee,  Wiscon- 
sin, jointly  with  the  American  Trucking  Association 
Foundation,  which  enabled  the  Capitol  Historical  Society 
to  acquire  the  clothing  from  Mrs.  Smith.  On  January  23, 
1968  Mr.  Schwengel  entrusted  the  suit,  with  letters 
testifying  to  its  authenticity,  to  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior Stewart  Udall. 

The  clothing,  cleaned  and  completely  restored,  is  today 
on  exhibit  in  the  Ford's  Theatre  Museum  where  it  can 
be  seen  and  enjoyed  by  the  countless  thousands  who  visit 
that  historic  building  every  year.  It  is  regretable  that 
the  carriage  (now  owned  by  the  City  of  South  Bend, 
Indiana)  in  which  the  Lincoln  party  traveled  to  Ford's, 
and  the  rocking  chair  (now  in  Greenfield  Village,  Dear- 
born, Michigan)  in  which  Lincoln  was  shot  cannot  also 
be  placed  in  their  proper  environment  for  display. 
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CLOTHING  WORN  AT  ASSASSINATION 
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Change  At  Brooks  Brothers?  It's  Unlikely    (Heading)  , 

NEW  YORK  (AP)   -  Brooks  Brothers,   that  cradle-to-grave  out- 
fitter of  preppy  America, is  being  but toned- down  about  any 
change  its  new  owner  will  bring  to  the  nation's  oldest  clo- 
thing company. 

The  directors  of  Garf inckel , Brooks  Brothers,  Miller  & 
Rhoads  Inc.  announced  plans  lj  st  week  to  accent  a  &53  per 
share  offei"1  by  Allied  Stores,  Inc.   Brooks  Brother?.1  Golden 
Fleece  insignia  is  part  of  the  deal. 

But  at  the  Madison  Avenue  emporium  and  Brooks  Brothers' 
executive  suite--both, as  always , teeming  with  three-oiece  pin- 
stripe suits , button-down  shirts  and  3trined  ties--the  change 
in  ownership  produced  few  rionles  and  little  comment. 

"I  can't  say  anything  about  that,"  said  Robert  Dawson, 
vice  president  of  sales  promotion( dressed,  of  course,  in  a 
white  button-down  shirt, etc.) 

Change  at  Brooks  Brothers,  yon  see, is  as  unfamiliar  as 
blue  jeans.     Brooks  Brothers  proffers  neither. 

For  163  years, Brooks  Brothers  has  eschewed"f ashion, 
Dawson  said.     Vogue  magazine  once  put  it  another  way: "Set- 
ting trends  by  ignoring  them".     ilnd  Bawson  puts  it  this  way: 
"The  great  strength  of  Brooks  Brothers  has  been  its  relative 
un changeability . " 

In  fashion, bright  colors  and  patterns  come  and  go.   S0  do 
suit  lapels  that  threaten  to  touch  the  shoulder  and  ties  that 
shrink  to  strings.     At  Brooks  Brothers,   such  change  for  change1 
sake  doesn't  get  "through  the  front  door, past  the  striped  ties, 
green  and  yellow  sweaters  and  narrow  lapels  that  could  have 


been  there  last  year — and  the  last  50  years. 

Broods  Brothers  likes  things  the  way  they  were,   are  now  and  will 
forever  continue  to  be--classic . 

Salesman  Joseoh  Mancini , whose  customers  over  the  oast  55  years 
have  included  Clark  Gable  and  Jimmy  Stewart (who  wears  a  38  extra 
long),  isn't  worried. 

"Brooks  Brothers  change?     Nah.  If  it  doe3  change, thev( Allied)  are 
going  to  lose  out,"  said  Mancini,  a  white-haired  69-year-old  (dressed 
in  a  paisley  how  tie . three -button  pin-strioed  suit  and,   of  course  a 
button-down  shite  shirt) . 

To  Brooks  Brothers  believers,   Brooks  Brothers  is  a  religion.  And 
to  the  company's  publicity  department,   it's  a  fcwo-page  listing  of 
tid-bits  including: 

&  /--he  Lincoln  was  wearing  a  Brooks  Brothers  natural -shoulder  frock 
coat  when  he  was  assassinated. 

IP  Author  John  O'Hara  always  dressed  heroes  at  Brooks  Brothers j  the 
bad  guys  buried  under  padded  shoulders  and  flared  lapels, 
p  Shoppers  have  included  Fred  Ast aire, Andy  Warhol. 

A  young  boy's  introduction  to  the  3rooks  brothers  label  often  is 
a  family  rite. 

On  Park  Avenue  one  day,   a  reporter  overheard  a  -white-haired  well 
dressed  man  talk  proudly  about  his  first  grandson. 

"Can't  wait  to  get  him  into  Brooks  Brothers''  he  said. 
"Why  haven't  you?"  a  friend  asked. 

"I  will,  I  will,"  he  responded, "just  as  soon  as  he  stops  wdtting 
his  pants." 


Lincoln:  Now  a  Man 
of  Many  Parts 


Abraham  Lincoln  is  buried  in  the 
Oak  Ridge  Cemetery  in  Spring- 
field, Illinois— most  of  him. 

Where  is  the  rest  of  the  16th 
president?  Body  parts,  personal 
belongings,  and  artifacts  are  scat- 
tered in  at  least  a  dozen  places. 

Skull  fragments,  blood  sam- 
ples, and  the  bullet  that  ended  his 
life  are  in  the  National  Museum 
of  Health  and  Medicine  at  Walter 
Reed  Army  Medical  Center. 

The  Lincoln  Memorial  Shrine 
in  Redlands,  California,  is  one  of 
several  places  that  own  a  strand 
or  lock  of  Lincoln's  hair.  Several 
more  blood-soaked  strands  were 
put  in  a  ring  and  presented  to 
Theodore  Roosevelt. 

Ford's  Theatre  has  the  black 
wool-and-cotton  suit  he  wore  on 
April  14,  1865,  and  his  Brooks 
Brothers  overcoat,  too. 

The  Library  of  Congress  has  the 
contents  of  his  suit  pockets,  pro- 
vided by  his  granddaughter  in 
1937:  gold-rimmed  reading  glass- 
es (repaired  with  string),  folding 
glasses  in  a  silver  case,  ivory-han- 
dled pocket  knife,  quartz  watch 
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fob,  and  neatly 
folded  linen  hand- 
kerchief. A  leather 
wallet  lined  with 
purple  silk  held  a 
pencil,  a  Confeder- 
ate $5  bill,  and 
nine  news 


i 


In  Abe's  pockets: 
glasses,  hankie,  and  such 


r 


I 


clippings,  all  laudatory. 

Another  wallet,  penknife, 
and  his  paperweight  are  at 
the  Lincoln  Museum  in  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana. 

At  the  Henry  Ford  Mu- 
seum in  Dearborn.  Michi- 
gan, is  the  Ford's  Theatre 
playbill,  his  shawl,  and  the 
chair  he  was  sitting  in  when 
he  was  shot.  The  cane  he 
carried  to  Ford's  is  at  the 
Abraham  Lincoln  Museum 
in  Harrogate.  Tennessee. 

Meanwhile.  Dr.  Weldon 
Petz,  7 1 ,  has  gathered 
40.000  pieces  of  Lincoln 
memorabilia  in  his  Michi- 
gan home.  His  collection  in- 
cludes cloth  flowers  from 
the  president's  coffin. 

"T  appreciate  the  human 
side  of  his  life,  his  com- 
monness." says  Petz. 
"He  said. 'The  bet- 
i'iBL        ter  part  of  one's 
l^^^^i     life  consist  of  his 
or  her  friend- 
ships.'  I  agree 
with  that. " 

—  HlLLARI 

Hawkins 
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Lincoln's  clothes  stored  during  Ford  Theatre 
renovation 

By  Michael  E.  Ruane 

The  Washington  Post 


WASHINGTON  —  The  square-toe  goatskin  boots  Abraham  Lincoln  had 
on  that  night  at  Ford's  Theatre  were  worn  down  at  the  heels. 

His  long,  black  frock  coat  was  unadorned.  Its  buttons  were  of  plain  gray 
metal.  And  most  of  what  he  wore  as  he  sat  in  the  private  box  on  Good 
Friday  1 865  comes  down  to  us  stained  with  his  blood. 

Thursday,  under  police  escort,  the  National  Park  Service  took  the  assassinated  president's  clothing  and  other  items 
from  the  Ford's  Theatre  museum  to  a  Park  Service  storage  center  in  Maryland,  where  they  will  remain  while  the 
theater  undergoes  an  1 8-month  renovation. 

But  before  the  items  went  onto  the  shelves  —  and  out  of  public  view  for  a  year  and  a  half —  curators  provided  an 
up-close  glimpse  of  garments  linked  to  one  of  the  most  tragic  moments  in  U.S.  history. 

Gloria  Swift,  a  Civil  War  expert  and  curator  of  the  museum,  opened  the  acid-free  boxes  in  which  she  and  others 
had  packed  the  clothes  Lincoln  was  wearing  when  he  was  shot  by  actor  John  Wilkes  Booth  on  April  14,  1865. 

The  president's  black  silk  tie  emerged,  with  the  trim  bow  in  front.  Then  came  his  black  cotton  vest,  with  six 
buttons  and  four  pockets.  And  his  shin-high  boots.  "Lincoln  has  a  modern-day  size-14  shoe,"  Swift  said.  The 
president  stood  about  6  feet  4  inches  tall. 

Swift  had  removed  the  clothes  from  the  life-size  mannequin  on  which  they  are  displayed  in  the  museum.  Of 
Lincoln's  black  broadcloth  pants,  she  said:  "I  didn't  notice,  we've  got  some  bloodstains  here  on  the  knees,  and  I 
never  noticed  that,  as  it  was  in  the  [display]  case."  The  thinking  is  that  the  president  slumped  forward  after  being 
mortally  wounded  in  the  back  of  the  head,  she  said. 

There  are  bloodstains,  too,  on  the  black,  double-breasted  frock  coat  he  wore  that  evening  as  he  sought  to  relax, 
with  the  four  anguished  years  of  the  Civil  War  coming  to  a  close. 

Blood  is  also  on  the  overcoat  that  curators  think  was  over  the  president's  shoulders  or  the  back  of  his  chair. 
Embroidered  in  the  black  lining  of  the  coat,  made  for  Lincoln's  second  inauguration,  are  an  eagle,  shields  and  the 
words  "One  Country,  One  Destiny." 
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MICHAEL  WILLIAMSON 

Gloria  Swift,  a  Civil  War  expert  and 
Ford's  Theatre  museum  curator, 
wraps  the  overcoat  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  wore  to  the  theater  the  night 
he  was  assassinated  in  1865. 
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Ford's  Theatre  to  Curtail  Display  of 
Lincoln  Coat 

By  Michael  E.  Ruane 
Washington  Post  Staff  Writer 
Thursday,  January  8,  2009;  C02 

Officials  at  Ford's  Theatre  have  decided  not  to  put  on 
permanent  display  the  embroidered  overcoat  Abraham  Lincoln 
wore  the  night  he  was  assassinated  in  1865. 

The  theater,  on  10th  Street  NW,  had  wanted  to  exhibit  the 
bloodstained  coat  in  a  special  protective  glass  case  in  the  lobby, 
where  it  would  have  been  visible  through  the  windows  24  hours 
a  day.  The  coat,  its  lining  embroidered  with  the  phrase  "One 
Country,  One  Destiny,"  was  to  be  a  signature  element  of  the  theater's  renovation  and  the  bicentennial  of  Lincoln's 
birth  next  month. 

But  some  textile  conservators  expressed  concern,  saying  the  coat  was  too  old,  too  fragile  and  too  famous  for 
long-term  display. 

Officials  at  the  theater,  which  is  in  the  final  stages  of  a  $50  million  renovation  project,  now  agree. 

Paul  R.  Tetreault,  the  theater's  producing  director,  said  the  decision  was  made  to  display  the  coat  only  from  the 
Feb.  1 1  reopening  until  April  15.  The  original  will  then  go  back  into  storage,  and  a  replica  will  replace  it. 

"What  we  realized  is:  To  have  [the  coat]  on  display  constantly,  365  days  a  year,  would  be  problematic,"  he  said. 
"We  were  unaware  of  the  various  surveys  over  the  years  that  the  coat  had  actually  been  deteriorating.  So  what  we 
decided  is,  we  really  don't  want  to  continue  to  contribute  to  the  deterioration." 

But  "the  public  has  a  right"  to  see  such  artifacts,  he  said. 

"They  own  these  relics,"  he  said.  "The  question  is,  how  do  you  bring  them  out  with  the  proper  conservation  and 
the  proper  care?  And  what  we  determined  is  .  .  .  we'll  display  the  original  coat  for  the  opening  of  the  theater,  for 
the  Lincoln  bicentennial,  up  to  the  anniversary  of  Lincoln's  death,  on  the  15th  of  April."  It  can  then  be  brought 
from  storage  for  special  occasions,  he  said. 

Lincoln  was  shot  at  the  theater  by  actor  John  Wilkes  Booth  the  night  of  April  14  and  died  the  next  morning  in  a 
boardinghouse  across  the  street. 

The  theater  has  been  closed  since  August  2007  for  the  renovation.  Among  other  things,  it  is  getting  new  heating 
and  air  conditioning  systems,  seats,  stage  rigging,  dressing  rooms  and  elevators,  as  well  as  a  new  control  room, 
gift  shop  and  conference  room.  Its  grand  reopening  ceremony  is  set  for  Feb.  1 1 . 

"It's  going  to  be  terrific,"  Tetreault  said.  "It's  really  going  to  be  great." 
Post  a  Comment 
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Owns  Clothes  That  Lincoln 

ore  When  Assassinated 


Mrs.  J.  Marvin  Smith,  of  New  Bern,  Now  In  Possession  of 
Tragic  Garments — Were  Given  to  Her  Grandfather, 
Alphonse  Donn,  By  Mrs.  Lincoln. 


By  GERTRUDE  CARRAWAY. 

New  Bern,  July  15. — The  suit  ol 
clothes  which  President  Abraham 
Lincoln  wore  on  the  fatal  Friday 
night  of  April  14,  1865,  when  he  was 
fatally  shot  at  Ford's  theater  in 
Washington  by  John  Wilkes  Booth 
is  owned  by  Mrs.  J.  Marvin  Smith, 
of  New  Bern,  formerly  of  Washing- 
ton, whose  grandfather,  the  late 
Alphonse  Donn,  of  Washington,  per- 
sonal aide  and  close  friend  of  the 
war  President,  was  given  the  gar- 
ments 10  days  after  the  assassination 
by  Mrs.  Lincoln  in  appreciation  for 
what  he  had  done  for  the  family. 

Affidavits  from  Washingtonlans 
and  letters  from  Mrs.  Lincoln  and 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln  prove  beyond 
doubt  that  the  clothes  owned  by 
Mrs.  Smith  are  the  ones  in  which 
Lincoln  was  shot.  Ihere  is  a  blood 
stain  on  the  overcoat  collar;  and 
there  are  original  grease  snots  on  the 
suit.  But,  except  for  mutilations  of 
the  coat  where  souvenir  pieces  were 
daringly  cut  out  from  the  back  and 
arms  by  spectators  when  it  was  on 
public  exhibit  in  1876,  the  clothing 
is  in  excellent  state  of  preservation, 
ncfuscd  520.000  For  Clothes. 
At  present  Mrs.  Smith  has  the 
clothes  carefully  stored  in  a  safetv 
deposit  box  of  a  Washington  bank 
vault.  Her  family  refused  an  offer 
of  $20,000  for  the  clothes  made  by 
P.  T.  Barnum,  of  circus  and  exhibit 
fame.  The  Smithsonian  institute,  of 
Washington,  has  been  authorized  to 
accept  the  clothes  at  any  time  they 
may  be  presented  there,  but  due  to 
financial  and  sentimental  reasons 
the  owners  have  never  been  able  to 
part  with  the  valued  articles. 

On  file  at  the  Smithsonian  insti-  , 
tute  is  said  to  be  a  letter  from 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  son  of  the 
martyred  President,  granting  per- 
mission for  acceptance  of  the  suit 
of  clothes  from  the  Donns,  should 
it  ever  be  offered,  and  acknowledg- 
ing it  to  be  the  original  suit  worn 
by  his  father  on  the  night  of  the 
assassination. 

In  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Smith  is 
an  original  letter  from  Mrs.  Lincoln, 
widow  of    the     President,  written 
March  18,  1867.  in  her    own  hand- 
writing on  mourning  stationery,  in 
which  she   gives  Mr.   Donn  permis- 
j  sion,  should  he  so  desire,  to  lend 
|  the  clothes  to  Miss  Virginia  Ream, 
l  young     Washington     sculptor,  who 
I  later    married    General    Hoxey,  the 
first  woman  to  receive  a  federal  art 
commission,  who  used  the  clothes  in 
I  modeling  the  statue  of  Lincoln  in 
I  the  rotunda  of  the  national  capltol 
|  made  by  her    under  congressional 
commission.  In  this  letter  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln proves  the  authenticity  of  the 
Donn  claim  in  the  following  excerpt: 
Asked  to  Retain  Them. 
"I  gave  you  the  clothes,  and  after 
the  loan  you    have  made  of  them 
without  you  see  proper  you  need  not 
let  them  go  farther.  Retain  them 
always  in  memory  of  the  best  and 
noblest  man  that  ever  lived." 

Previous   to     lending   the  clothes 
to  Miss  Ream  for  her  statue,  Mr. 
I  Donn  had  already  lent  them  to  an- 
I  other  artist.  Mr.  Wilson,  and  that  is 


why  Mrs.  Lincoln  wrote  so  frankly. 
However.  Mr.  Donn  did  grant  Miss 
Ream's  request  and  the  clothes  were 
used  for  her  rotunda  statue. 

A  postscript  to  Mrs.  Lincoln's 
letter  read:  "Use  your  own  discretion 
about  lending  the  clothes,  but  as 
they  are  a  gift  from  me  you  are 
under  no  obligation  to  yield  them 
into  other  hands  " 

Included    among  the    tragic  gar- 

overcoat.  Prince  Albert  coat,  vest, 
long  trousers,  all  of  black  broad- 
cloth, and  a  black  silk  stock.  A 
high  silk  hat  and  fur  collar  piece 
were  given  to  friends  by  Mr.  Donn. 
On  the  quilted  silk  lining  of  the 
overcoat  is  embossed  a  large  eagle 
with  two  festoons  running  from  its 
mouth,  one  side  having  the  words, 
"One  Country,"  and  the  other  side 
bearing  the  words,  "One  Destiny." 
The  garment  bears  the  name, 
"Brooks  Brothers,  Broadway,  Corner 
of  Grand,  New  York,"  makers  of  the 
coat,  which  was  probably .  sent  as  a 
gift  from  the  firm  to  the  President. 
Bill  Failed  to  Pass. 
A  bill  was  Introduced  in  Congress 
December  14,  1915,  by  Representative 
Roberts,  of  Massachuestts,  for  the 
appropriation  of  $7,500  to  try  to 
purchase  the  historic  garments  for 
public  display  by  the  government, 

probably  in  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tute, but  the  bill  was  never  passed, 
perhaps  due  to  the  stirring  signs  of 
the  war  times  that  made  Congress 
wary  about  appropriating  money  fot 
any  such  purposes. 

Also  owned  by  Mrs.  Smith  Is  an- 
other letter  in  the  writing  of  Mr.-:. 
Lincoln  to  Mr.  Donn.  dated  April 
23,  1867.  She  owns,  too,  a  telegram 
sent  to  her  grandfather  by  President 
Lincoln  April  1,  1865,  shortly  before 
bis  death,  in  which  from  City  Point. 
Va.,  he  asks  Mr.  Donn  to  order 
Burke  the  coachman  to  take  the 
closed  carriage  to  tho  arsenal  wharf 
at  8  o'clock  Sunday  morning  and 
stay  there  until  Mrs.  Lincoln's  ar- 
rival. 

Alphonse  Donn,  to  whom  the  death 
clothes  were  given  by  the  President's 
widow  as  a  token  of  appreciation  for 
bis  loyal  and  devoted  services,  was 
a  member  of  the  police  department 
at  Washington  when  assigned  to 
President  Lincoln  as  a  personal 
guard.  To  the  war  President  he  be- 
came a  chief-  aide  and  friend,  de- 
pended upon  at  all  times  for  many 
different  services.  He  served  ably  and 
loyally  as  an  usher  at  the  White 
House  continuously  under  succeed- 
ing Presidents  through  part  of 
Grover  Cleveland's  administration 
and  was  highly  respected  by  all. 


:oln  threw  the  overcoat  across 
h^  shoulders  just  before  he  was 
shot  because  he  felt  cold.  The 
garment,  her  evidence  Indicates, 
was  made  by  Brooks  Brothers, 


then  located  at  Broadway  and 
Grand  St.,  New  York.       1  '■ 

Mr.  Ide  said  it  would  be  nice  if 
some  public-spirited  citizen  would 
buy  the  collection  from  Mrs.  Smith 
and  present' it  to  a  musem. 


CLOAK 


CLOAK  STAINED  WITH  LINCOLN'S  BLOOD 


1.  Owner  -  Col.  John  B.  Walker  of  N.  Y.  Ind  Huntsville, 
Ala. 

2.  Found  in  late  sisters*  effects. 

3.  light  gray  velvet  -  purple  silk  lining 

4.  Worn  on  Assassiat ion  night  by  Mrs.  Willard, 

wife  of  Maj .  Willard  said  to  have  been  a  conf ed .  spy. 

5.  Seated  in  same  box  as  Lincoln. 

6.  Held  head  in  lap  - 

7.  cloak  deeply  stained. 


Inf.  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Certain 
524  Adams  Ave. 
Huntsville,  Ala. 


t— Copyright,  Underwood  &  Underwood. 

LINCOLN'S  COAT  DOUBTER— Coat  supposed  to  have 
been  worn  by  Abraham  Lincoln  when  he  was  assassinated, 
for  which  $6500  was  paid  and  which  is  on  exhibit  at  the 
Chicago  Historical  Society.  It  is  now  claimed  that  this 
coat  is  not  the  one  and  that  the  real  one  is  in  Philadelphia. 


f 


